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OBSERVING my fir ft let- 

+ of < wee to the good people | 


of Con nneéticut was Ste bhi fhed, On 
the fubje@ of contributing for the 
il of —— I now fend 


vona fecond, requetting the fame 
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Friends and Fellow Chriftian Fo 


ZU ON my lait, I gave you a general 
view of the wide fie na that 


i opened for M: tionary labors in 


aimless ida ceaaieial atch 
‘o contribute for fo benevolent a 
purpofe. J fhall now particularly 
{tate fome further reafons and mo- 
tives to excite your liberality. 

1. | beg you to confider the 
worth of the fouls of men. En- 
deavor to conccive the worth of 
your own fouls; the worth ofa hea- 

o that ‘s cternal, and the awful- 
nefs of finking into utter and cter- | 
nal woe ; and then confider that 
allthe Heathen, and all our friends 
in the new fettlemenis, who are | 
plac ed beyond the reach of means 
which God is commonly pleafed 
ro ‘bles unto falvation, a fouls 

as valuable as your « own Fleav- 
en will be as precious, wad the lofs 


| 
| 
' 
Vou. I, New. to. X : 
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| of its glory as great and irrepar- 


able an evil to them, as to yours 
felves. Who can conceive of the 
quantity of happinefs or mifery, 
that muft be experienced by . 
anmortal foul through eternity ! 
itisa quantity that exceeds all 
ithe defciiptive power of words, 
and outitretches the ftrength of 
. ° . r . . 
created imagination. This will 
be obtained or loft by each one of 
thofe immortal fouls, for whom 


| your charity is folicitcd, and the 


greater part of them know it not. 
The way, which is appointed by 
the gracious Kedeemcr of men, 


| for them to obtain this knowledge, 


is through your inftrumental libe- 
raliiy ; and can you deny it ? Can 
you fay, 1 will forbear to give, 
and thus place at rifgue their fouls, 
oe alee quantity of blifs and 
woe? The fecurit ty and ignorance 
and unconcern of thefe people for 
themfelves, in many inftances, is 
the very reafon why your Chnif- 


Vy 
é 

C 
+ 


| tian compaffion ought to yearn 


overthem. The falvation of one 
foul would far outweigh all the 
pains than can be taken, for it is 

value of infinite amount, in the 
cafe of a fingle perfun ; and how 


i much peer i tu the multitude of 
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rc - a 
cafes, that addrefs 
lence ? 

2. it is thro’ the 


knowledge, that thefovereiyn grace 
to eternal 
All the energies of infinite 
power, both in the kingdoms of 
nature and grace, work withmcans. | 
For any to deny this is the height | 
of madnefs, and fhows them to be 


of God brings finners 


life. 


ignorant of the grand 


of divine wildom and ating. 


meaus men 

bread and ci 
they rec 
natural and divine, 

knowledge in divine 
fubjeéis there is no re 
they will be faved. 


Tecc ive 


rev 


thy 
ioat uu od > 


edze, is thro’ the 
thofe who have th. 
ed it. 


4 
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The command, 


all nations’ was through t 
tles made to the church, and to 


thofe whoae« c!} 
have a fulnefs of ¢ 
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and without 
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| verfal in its extenfion as the lays 
!of morality. Perhaps one rea. 
| fon, that the Lord hath fo lon 
| and fo often fhown himfelf difpleaf. 
ed with the Chriftian Church, hath 
| been their neglect of duty in this 
icfpeét. Perhaps, the reafon he 
hath denied a blefling on means 
where they are enjoyed, is the 
general neglectto fpread fuch means 
principles | to thofe who are deftitute of them, 
By | The writer believes, that in the 
daily | divine fight, this hath been a very 
means | provoking fin of thofe who enjoy: 
means and have neplefted to com. 
municate them 3; and It ts certain! 
an exceilent method of ttirring up 
ourfeivestoourown foul’ s concerns, 
to be folicitous and diligent in giv- 
to others the knowledge of 
eternal life. If all chriftianized 
people were awake to this duty, we 
have reafon to hope there would 
be great refrefhings from on_ high, 
on thofe who give as well as on 


means of 


‘ 
; 
| 
i 
j 


facred 


ing 
5 
~< 


the Anof i 


1 ype 


and 


in- 


WHO TeCceive 


4. Such are the dutics of men, 


thofe 


ot 


formation. You have no right to | that all the trouble and expenfe 
think, that if God intends falya- | attending, are richly repaid in the 
tion to others he will find the in- peace of confcience, and in the 


{truments and defray the expenfe 
You are the inftru- 
either by your perfonal la 
contribut 

Shrink not 
spenfe, for to an tndt- 


{ 


viiual or family i it is {mall ; it is 


without yo! 1. 
ments, 
bor or by 

co this aye 
from the c 


your 


the price of your own 


™~ lane ' ae ae ; > dein j 
(sod hath tee re} aid itto you. 


b ou his {te 
fund which ts 


are 
ee ; ; ; 
aireagy in yout 
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the cails of his we ry 


your own cu 


dence and 
3 Confider the < 


gi cling the divine con 


ry 


teach all nat.ons.”’ Chu 
ente that this prec ype Was pevell LO 


a few ind ividuals 
* f} ’ 1 


a}! chrofts: MIZEG pe Op. ; 


vard ; 
to do this work 15 
hands, 


you sme to pay 1é Over 


only 3 
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pie eafure that is found in perform 
ing them. With what pain, mutt 
the alliberal think we their own 
parfimony, in “ giving to fo di- 
vine a purpofe ! ¢ pleafure of 
looking on the pr vi which 
they have denied to the Lord and 
the fervice of his kingdom, mult 
be changed for pain of con{cienc ey 
ever th ey confider th e fubjctt. 
On the other hand how great ‘t 
nplating on pe 


lied ! It is the 


ion. to 


back 


ty 3 and 


and the } whe 


ns 
ric afi re of 


and will 


conte; 
thus any} 
a} 


his provi- | pleafure of communing with the 

y ' bicfled Saviour in his love of ' 
of tranf- | f{ uls of men. Itis the wey 0: 
and “Seo | bel ing workers together with h 

ink no lon- iin the glorious fc heme of aly i 


tian .«anbtte 4 thefatisfacion of think- 
I have made fome lutle ¢° 
my duty, and + 


for iis to ; inp, 


’ 7 } 
imi- | Ceavor towards 
‘ 
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confined at home by my neceffary 
employments and unqualified for 
a public inftru€tor and meffenger 
of peace ; yet 1am by my charity 
travelling the wildernefs, comfort- 
ing the lonely children of God 
with the promifes of his grace ; 
and perfuading finners to confider, 
repent and believe. Such reflec- 
tions as thefe are full of peace, and 
who that hath tafted would not 
wifh to purchafe them in fuller de- 
gree ! 


5. [t isa divine promife “ caft 
thy bread upon the waters, for after 
many days thou fhalt find it.”— 
Thefewords are ufedas a motive to 
be liberal in every kind of chart. 
ty, to the bodies and fouls of men. 
Divine goodnefs hath conne&ed a 
reward with doing our duty. The 
good we do to others, fhall be re- 
paid inte our own bofoms, either 
here or hereafter ; perhaps doubly 
repaid in both worlds. He that 
giveth even a cup of cold water, in 
the name or with the fpirit of a 
difciple, fhall not lofe his reward. 
He fhall be remembered, in the 
kingdom of heaven, for all the 
good he hath done to Chrift’s king- 
dom here on earth. 
alfo a promife of being rewarded 
here on earth ? * The liberal de- 
vifeth liberal things ; and by libe- 
val things fhall he ftand.”” As the 
Redeemer’s providence diredis the 
innumerable events, on which 
men’s profperity depends, there is 
every reafon to believe he repays 
the debt of charities imparted to 
his kingdom. Reader, art thou 
afraid to give, leit thou fhouldeit 
be poorer here? If this hath been 
thy fear, review the fubje&, con- 
fider the divine command, refleé 
in whofe hands, and under whofe 
providence all thy properties and 
labors are, and be afraid to deny, 


left thou be blafted in thy counfels 


Is there not | 
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of gain by an unfeen hand, which 
worketh without contradiction. 

Chriftians, 1f you are fuch ine 
deed, with you J need not have re- 
courfe to this argument. With 
you the value of a tew shillings 
annually, or even pounds, if you 
have affluence, will appear like a 
defvicable confideration, in com- 
parifon with the pleafures of a be- 
nevolent heart in evangelizing men; 
and infinitely {mall compared with 
the worth of a fingle foul_— 
Let all confider, whether, if they 
do not feel this fubjeé, they are 
not very finfu! in the fight of God, 
and unprepared for his glorious 
kingdom 

By application to the gentlemen 
who direét the concerns of the Mif- 
fionary Socicty of Connegiicut, I 
have obtained the following informa- 
tion. That fince the inftitution of 


the Society in June 17938, to the pre- 
fent time, March 31, 1801, there 


have been 405 weeks of Miffion- 
ary fervices performed, at the ex- 
penfe of ihe Society. —By the jour- 
nals of the Mifhonarics, it appears 
that they have preached almoit ev 
ery day, and often twice and three 
times in a day ; fo that on a mod- 
erate computation they have preach- 
ed 2835 times ; befides attending 
conferences and more private meet- 
ings many hundred times; cate- 
chifing children ; adminiliering the 
Chriftian ordinances ; and per- 
forming other minifterial fervices, 
in vifiting the fick, organizing 
churches, funerals, &c.* In ad- 

* The fervices mentioned above 
were performed by the following gene 
tlemen. Rev. Mcfirs. Aaron Kinne, 
David Huntington, Alexander Gillet, 
William Storrs, Walter King, Publius 
V. Bogue, Amos Baffet, Marfhfield 
Steele, Salmon King, Syivefter Dana, 
jofiah B. Andrews ; together with the 
ollowing gentlemen, who are now 
out, Rev. Meffrs. Seth Williftor, T-di- 
diah Bufhnell, Amafa Jerome, and 
Robert Porter. 
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dition to thefe fervices, the Rev. 
Jofeph Badger hath been four 
months in Conneticut Referve, 
fo called. And Mr Bacon hath 
been, fince et laft, in the fer- 
vice of the Society, attempting to 
open an intercourfe in the things 
of religion, with the Indians 


Northweft of Lake Erie. A 
great blefling hath, in many parts, 


attended t! 1¢ labor of the Miffion- 
arics ; and there are importunate 
applications from the New-Settle 
ments, in almolt every direétion, 
for inftrufiors in religion. I am 
alfo there 1s, at 
the prefent moment, a field open- 
ed to emp number 


informed, that 


oy dou's! le the 
of MiMfionaries that have ever been 
out before ; and :hat if the fund 
can be provid d, it is probable 
that men of refpedable charaSer 
and piety can be obtained to do 
the fervice. 

The fettlement of the 
Conneéticut Referve, merits the 
attention of the fertous. It is a 
great plantation filling up with your 
own children, and can you deny 
vour liberality to them ~— ty all 
be warmed with a lo Chritt 
and of fouls, and elias prayer 
that the heart he people 1 


be opened to impart; and that faith- 


rapid 


s of may 


ful Jaborers may ‘. prepared and 

fent forth to the harveft 
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dors for Chrift,” the apoftle had 
faid, ** as though God did befeech 
you by us, we pray you in Chrift? s 
Bead be ye reconciled to God 
To enforce which urgent ae 
tion, the verfe to be confidered jis 
immediately fubjoined : For he 
hath made him to be fin for us, &c. 
In attempting to “inveltig: ate this 
dificult f{ubjeét. guided by thefe 
words, I fail en, and en- 
deavour to exp! mm, how God 
hath made Chritt to be fir Fae 
this was juft—How we, whe 
united to Chrift, are made the 
righteoufnefs of God in him: 
And, what there was 
for this tation, 


en 
ia 


it’ 
— a 
Hece MHItY 


wonderful comm 





| that finner: be pardoned and 


| hat 


might 
’ ” 
erernal lite 

tirft queftion ts, How hath 


| God made his holy fon Jefus to 
se } 


. 
— 


polite 
‘ 


hy ath mM 


s meaning to 
fle him a fac- 


iritice for our fins. It has been 


obferved by expofitors, that in 
t! Se ituagimnt, ( Greck tranfla- 


e new, in their 


pais 
Phyat 1s, an 


1 
tO OD- 


nifies a fin offzring 
animal offered in faerifi e, 


AS 
~ _ e 
_ 


tain forgtvel 1efs of fome tranforet: 

| fion of the fewith ceremonial law. 

On onc ivch eccaft M, It Was Of 

ldained, Levit. iv. 32, thet J 

| off 4 frould bring a lamb wit! 

| out blemifh, and flay it fora fin 
offerins 4 } ying foi his hana 


upon It +4 1d. . 
How, 3 10 as cafe, it as certain 
the crime of the perion was not 
he harm! {s yic- 
that an actual 


1 
lamb, after all, 


fo. transferred to « 
tim, ae to render 
arsiagine The 
Vas really as innocent as cver; 
and in the nature of things — 
not be otherwife. But by t 

man’s laying his hand upon a 
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head of it, according to divine 
appointment, it was {ubftituted in 
his place ; and confequently, was 
put to death, as he deferved to 
have been, the guiltlefs for the 
om. 

In l:ke manner, we are not to 
fuppofe that our Saviour, the lamb 
fiain from the foundation of the 
world, was made a real finner, 
by his fubftitution as a fufferer in 
our ftead. Whenthe Lord had 
_ on him the iniquity of us all, 
2 did not thenceforward view 
i as areal objeét of his right- 
cous ti talien, Still the holy 
Governor of the world faid of 
him, ** This is my beloved fon, 
in whom [I am_ well pleafed.” 
Was God the Father perfealy 
well pleafed with him, per/fonally 
confidered ; but really very an- 
gry with him, vinden as the 
furety of finners 

All that we are to 


—_ 


underttand 
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by our Saviour’s being made fin | 


for us, I conceive, ts 


thus. By 


the appo intment and providence of 


God, that fuffering which we de- 
ierved, and otherwife 
endured, was fo fai 
es would anfwer every 
urpofe of our juff j 
Accordingly, he was treated as 
he had been a finner, and 
innocent perfon was 
treated. As if he had been a 
finer, he wes bora of a woman, 
nd bern in very ff: 


finguiar circum- 
itances ar diltrefs 


mult ! ave 
neceflary 


unthiment. 


2s no 


ever 


and wretched- 


ne{s. Asit he hed be Cilla {inner, 
of forrows, and 
acquainted with gricf, all his da 


lie WdaS a man 


a Se Se 
had beea a inner, he 
L >& 4 


as subjected to hard labor, prob- 
bly in che early part of life, and 
certainly during his public minif- 
try. He was “in wearinefs and 
painfulaefs, in wa chings often i. in 
hunger and thirit, in faftings 

ten ;” and fi en he had po its ace 


laid upon hin, | 





tation. 3 55 
of fecure repofe, where to lay his 
head. As tf he had been a fin- 
ner, he was perpetually reviled 
and calumaiated, and had all man- 
ner of evil him, even 
by mer in high reputation tor fanc- 
tity and virtue As it he had 
been a finner, he was at laft ap. 
prehended by the officers of juf- 
tic es and put to avery painful and 


faid againtt 


moft isnominious death—the death 
of the crofs. And he was cruci- 
ficd between two thieves, as the 
greatelt malefactor of the three 

Saviour treated, 
though perfectly free from fin. 
Ardtoallthis he was delivered, 
as the apoille Petertellsus, “by 
the determinate counfe! and fore 
God.”’ 30 I:ke- 
informed by the an- 
cient prop jhecies concerning him. 


PN a: oe 
2110S WaS OuUF 


a 


knowledpe of 
g 


wife we are 


In them it was written, ©“ o. wake 

? , 
O fword, againit my fhepherd, 
and againft the man that 1s my 


fellow, fanh the Lord of hofts. 
Vic hath done no violence, 
wis 


neither 
any deceit im his meuth : 
Yet it pleated the Lord to bruife 
him 3 4e hath put him to grief.” 
Secondly I proceed to enquire, 
6 this was jult. What right- 

ufnefs was there ie it, that one 
who knew no fin, fhould thus fuf- 
ferasa finner! 

“He was made fin for us,” 

fays; and fo fays the 

Lfaiah : ** He was woun- 
trat {greflions, he was 
d jor our iniqh ities.” 
inftead of sili 


di ficul i- 


ss 
Prem. oe 
propa Ct 
ded tor cur 


breif 
] 
) 
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.s 
uf tnis, 


feems only to incre: fe the 


ty. ‘Vo ilay the righteous with 
the wicked, Abraham concluded 


mult be far fromthe Judge of all 
the earth ; thought it 
could not be right = but how much 
more, fhould we fuppofe it 
be far from him, and far from be- 
ing right, to flay the righteous fos 


a eee = 3 
tire wicked ! od piatad 


beciufe he 


miii{F 
lasule 


fad, and 
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folemnly declared it is an effential | has generally been adopted by ou; 


part of his glory, that he “ will 
by no means clear the guilty.” 
Will he thus, as the mears of do- 
ing this, condemn the innocent 5 
He hath faid, * Are not my ways 
equal ?—The foul that finneth, it 
fhall die. The fon fiiall not bear 
the iniquity of the father, neither 
fhall the father bear the iniquity of 
thefon. The righteoufnefs of the 
righteous fhall be upon him, and 


wickednefs of the wicked fhall be | 


upon him.” Inthis manner haththe 


moft High condefcended to clear 
himfelf of the imputation of unright- 
eoufnefs. Hedoes this by denying 
the factalledged,andnotbyjuftifying 
it ; which impliesa plain confefhon, 
that did he punifh one perfon, 
for the fins of another, the com- 
plaint that his ways were not equal, 
would be well prounded. 

To remove this objection, as it 
refpeéts the death of our Saviour, 
an approved expofitor, in a note 
on the text now under confidera- 
tion, fays; ‘ Unlefs the guilt of 
©ur imiquities, or our law-obliga- 
tion to punifhment, had heen ju- 
dicially charged upon Chrift, it 
feems tome that he could not, by 
any rule of juftice, have borne their 
punifhment. For, in the order of 
juttice, our fins muft firft be fuppo- 
fed to be placed to his account, 
to anfwer for them, before he 
could undergo the proper punifh- 
ment for them ; fince divine jul 
tice can no more punifh the en- 
tirely, and in all re{fpects, guilt- 
Jefs, than clear the guilty.’” 

You fee, it is here fuppofed, 
that our fins were imputed, by the 
jupreme Jutge, to theholy Jefus, 
io as to become really his; till 
which he could not, and after 
which he could, and did, juftly 
bear the proper puuifhment for 
them. Andthis is the way of 
getting over the difficulty, which 
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It is a mode of rez. 
foning fo long eftablithed, ang 
fanétioned by fo many venerable 
authorities, that I once fuppofed 
it muft be {criptural, and apreeable 
tocommon fenfe; and therefore 
labored tocomprehend its confift. 
ency. But, after fearching ili. 
gently, to me, it could never ap. 
pear fatisfa€tory. ican no more 
fee the juflice of imputing fin, tc 
one perfonally innocent, fo that he 
may be properly punifbed; than 
I can fee the juftice of punifhing 
him at firft, without any fuch im- 
putation. If this would do among 
men, any perfon in the world 
might be jultly executed, only by 
putting him in the Jaw-place of an- 
other who had committed murder ; 
and then judging him worthy of 
death, asan imputed adtual mur- 
dercr. And tf the judge of a'! 
fhould pioceed thus, in commen 
cafes, or if it were believed to be 
jult and right for him to do fo 
inany cafe ; what would all h: 
threatenings and promifcs avail, in 
the government of the moral 
world ? What terror to evil do- 
ers, would there be in the former; 
or what fecurity in the latter, to 
them that do well ? He will by no 
means clear the guilty, nor coa- 
demn the innocent : but, upon this 
principle, he can make any one 
innocent or guilty, only by impu- 
ting to him the guilt or innocence 
of fome body elfe. Upon this 
principle whcn the books come 
tobe opened, in the day of the 
revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God, thoufands of fuch 
transfers, never thought of before, 
might be found written : and whote 
fins we fhould finally be anfwerable 
for, it would be impoflible for any 
man to tell. Can real blame-wor- 
thinefs, and juft defert of punifh- 
ment be thus thrown upon perfons, 
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for things they mever did, and 
which were totally foreign from 
the thoughts and intents and dil- 
pofition of their hearts ! 

Yes; it has been faid. By 
means of a conftituted union, be- 
tween two or more perfons, there 
arifes a kind of common perfonal- 
ity. A community of intereft 
and action, of lofs and gain, of 
merit and demerit ; of right to re- 
wards, and liablenefs to punifh- 
ments. Such conftitutions are 
common among men; and are 
never thought to be arbitrary or 
unreafonable. The hufband and 
wife; a father and his minor child ; 
a creditor or debtor and his legal 
attorney ; all the members of a 
corporation and their truftees, are 
one in law. 

In many civil matters, they are 
fo, I grant ; but not in criminal 
actions. A man is not hanged 
for a murder committed by his wife 
or child ; nor the heads of a 
corporation, for the treafons of 
fome of its members. No one is 
thought culpable, or properly pun- 
ifhable, on account of the ill-con- 
duét of another, to which he was 
no way accefiary ; however nearly 
related to him, or in whatever 
way connected with him, that oth- 
er perfon may have been. 

It is true, we often fuffer lofs 
and damage, from the criminal ac- 
tions of our relations, our truftees, 
or cont{tituents. We are fome- 
times required to make compenfa- 
tioa for the mifchief done by the 
intquities of thofe under our care, 

or thofe empowered to aét for us. 
{a human governments, fuch fuf- 
tering is often unavoidable, or not 
‘o be avoided without great public 
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more than his own iniquities des 
ferve. But fuftaining lofs and dam- 
age, by means of the criminality 
of others; andbeingchargeable with 
the criminality itfelf, and fo being 
properly punifhed for itas evil do- 
ers, are quite different things. Not- 
withftanding, therefore, both a fed» 
eral and a vital union between 
Chrift and Chriftians, he cannot be 
to blame for their fins. In order to 
make out this, they mult be fup- 
pofed fo united, as to be proper- 
ly one individual perfon. "That 
merit or demerit, are not transfer- 
able from one perfon to another, 
or capable of being thrown into a 
common flock, like civil property ; 
I am perfuaded is one of the plain- 
eft feelings of the moral fenfe, im- 
planted in every man’s mind. 

And as no fimilitudes, nor met- 
aphyfics, unlefs by confounding 
ideas, can ever commend this no- 
tion of imputation to any man’s 
confcience ; fo, I hope, we are 
not put to the hard talk of attempt- 
ing it, in order to vindicate any 
of the ways of God, revealed to 
usin his word. Perhaps no arti- 
cle of the faith for which we are 
required earneftly to contend, 
looks more paradoxical ; or more 
like a contradiétion to reafon and 
common fenfe, than the one now 
before us ; but, could we keep 
clear of “ darkening counfel by 
words without knowledge” —could 
we think upon it, neither too Little 
nor too much ; itis very likely that 
even thiz, would not appear inex- 
plicable. 

Divines have long followed one 
another, in {peaking of Chrift as 
being properly panied 3 but this is 
not the language of the Old or New- 
Teftament. I know of no text 





inconvenience: Ia the divine gov- 
crnmeat, it is alwaysjuft ; becaufe, 
however the fuffering of one may 
be immediately occafioned by the 


fia of another, no man fufers 


| of fcripture, in which the word 
_ punifbment is ufed ; with reference 
| tothe fufferings of Chrift, at the 
ihand of his heayenly Father. 
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God, is never faid to condema him. 
Pilate, pailed a fentence 
of death upon him, and the 
put that fentence i 


—_ | ack 
imadced, 


EXNCCUTION,. 


By thes a nee oe 
y them, he was condemned and 
punifhed ; but, nof? unjujliy. ind 


they «did, was 
countel 


though om er 
before determined in the 
of the Molt High 
herein, were not Ars acts 
morc than all the unrighteous 
done under the fun are his. 

fuffered the curfe of the 
law which vas due to us 3 but he 
did not fuffer it as wha twas due lo 


vet their acts 


; any 


deeds 


Chritt 


him, in eny way Ww tever. iie 
J 

¥ ' 

{aff-red as an innocent perfon, vol- 

untarily itepping in, * bear what 


would infw rtheneceffary en Iso 


the juft puntihment cf the purity. 
lo reconcile the fnfferings of 
Chrift with the jultice of God, it 
is eer to fay, they were vol- 
Sufferines which 


uniar y i iat Fer rb 
he freely confented to, knowing 


what he did, andte which he had 
arip.t to confent. And this ts 
2 


the only wav, ars to me, 10 


which they ¢ 


1¢ app 
‘ 


a ever be fo recone: 


"hie @ I. ! {neers 
ed. i dha i Tie T lain BI pire 
i i 
A ‘ bs be mae 
accoun a Z heniels for iu 
2 ~ 
if 1 ™~ 
He A je ih t ve m ‘. . } un 
to, but t » maancer, and > Tive L 


this, he rite ‘3 
and on earth he declared, * I Jay 
down 
power io lay it down. True, he 


P= 46 y) a “ 4 1 
adds, Lis commandmeant hay 


' . hd Tr ' 
my life of myfe/f: 1 have 


y received ot Mm y } athe or And 


1u on -* > y —4 em 
We ANOW he Was {ent rf Cod to 
14, £ 


do what aia uirey 
fuffered. But the appointment of 
a cutitul : 
with the promife of a great reward 


is N9t to condemn and punith him, 
uch was this cafe. Chrilt was | 
promiled, 


death, that 


tne did, 


P 
1on to a P 


ay : i } 
tor his obedience unto | 


aud extol} d, and be very hich 


en fal ‘ e. 
That the Heathen fhould be oiven 


fed to all eternity, as it t 


: ié : | 
he thould be exalred j 0 
i 





fArair, 


him for his inheritance, and th 
uttermolt paris of the earth for his 
| poflefhon. That he thould fee of 
the travail of his foul, and be it 
ished. 
Thus nse 


fin-offering ; 


made him to beg 
ot by unw ling g Con. 
ftraint, but ake joy fet before 
him: by the moft poy we rfl induce. 
| ments toa benevolent mind. And 
imall this, fince there was no com. 
pulfion—-no unreafonable imps 
tion—no real punithment, ti 
| Was nothing unjult. 

Our next inquiry is, how are 
we to under(tand that Ginners, whea 
united to Chrift by faith, are made 
the righteoufnefs of God in him ? 

Not that +: are made, in a the 
fight of God, oo from ail i 
tation of fin, and warthy cf te 
rewards a the perfealy ri 
The éenefits of Chrift’s merttor. 


shton 


- 1 , 
ous righteonfnefs only, are made 


over to believers in the covenant o} 


grace: his rightesufuefs afelf, is 
’ " ~f sail, ae "fF t , 
ftill his, and not ers. ivicii ) 
me Livy * 7A er > = al and 
ike demerit, 1s ever perional an 
untransferable ; but the confequen- 
i 


ces of either 


» may be transferred. 
As Chem, when he had under 
taken the redemption of man 3 
iuitl ye Soca for ree r in, 


fo they, having 
received him as their Redeemer, 
{till very finful, and in no 
refpecét any more innocent than 
before, can jultly inherit eternal 


? y r aa m 
the reward of his rigot- 


tis ground, they = inal 
ly be delivered from all the pena 

conlequences of their fins, a 

ever numerous and agoravated ; 

ind will be made as perfectly 

0 


— eo 


ve had 
fulilled all righteout: .efs in ther 
Wh pe rlon: ) throug sh tne longelt 


? 


‘and moft wying [pace of probation. 


‘hey migit be (3 delivered trom 
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all evils, aad made thus happy, on 
their firft cordially embracing the 
gofpel, notwithftanding the origin- 
al curfe of the law. From that 
curfe, Chrift hath fully redeemed 
them. If they die in a moment 
after they have become his willing 
difciples and fubje@s, they are 
then made perfect in holinefs, and 
immediately pafs into glory. But, 
for wife reafons—(for the good of 
others, and their own greater 
good, and for the fuller maani- 
feftation of the grace and power 
of God,) it is fo ordered, that 
while they continue in this world, 
they fhall be fandtified but in part ; 
and that their tranfgrefion fhall 
be vifited with the rod, and their 
iniquity with ftripes. ‘Thefe, tho’ 
merciful corrections, are real pun- 
ifhments; and what they would 
neither receive nor deferve, had 
they a finlefs righteoufnefs proper- 
ly their owa. It is alfo appointed 
to them, in common with other 
men, once to die; and that their 
bodies fMiall fleep in the grave un- 
til the general refurretion. Chrift 
is, neverthelefs, made of God un- 
to them righteoufnefs, in regard 
to their infallible final juftification, 
from the firft moment of their 
receiving him, and confenting to 
be his. He that believeth 
hath everlafting life, and fhall not 
come into condemnation.”” That 
is, fhall never be liable to the 
curfe of the law, or the wrath to 
come. 

And now, what can any hum- 
ble Chriftian with for more? His 
falvation is as certain, as if it were 
made a matter of abfolute debt to 
him. ‘ If, when we were ene- 
mies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his fon ; much 
more, being reconciled, we fhall 
be faved by his life. He that 
{pared not his own fon, but deliv- 
ered him up for us all, how fhall 

Vou. I, No. 10. 
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he not with him alfo freely give us 
all things ?””? Nor are thofe who 
have fled for refuge to lay hold on 
the hope fet before us, left to argue 
out the certainty of their falvation, 
merely from the grace of God, 
and from what he hath already 
done for them. He has, moreo- 
ver, given them his word and his 
oath ; that by thefe two immuta- 
ble things, they might have ftrong 
confolation. ‘ He hath made 
with me an everlafting covenant, 
fays David, ordered in all things 
and fure; for all my falvation, 
and all my defire.”” And indeed, 
beyond fuch ample fecurity, what 
can be defired by any one, who is 
willing to be faved by grace, and 
to walk humbly with God? If 
any reliance can be placed on his 
goodnefs, already fo wonderfully 
manife(ted, or on his promife and 
oath, why fhould we want to have 
a demand upon his juftice, for all 
our falvation, oa the ground of a 
full and perfeé&t, though imputed, 
felf-righteoufnefs. 

But are there not feveral texts 
which feem favorable to this ex- 
ploded high notion of merit by 
imputation. Thofe two, that I 
think of, which have often been fo 
improved: Jer. xxiii. 6. “ In his 


days Judah fhall be faved, and If- 


| rael fhall dwell fafely ; and this is 


his name whereby he fhall be caJled, 
The Lord our righteoufne/s.” And 
1 John, i. g. * If we confefs our 
fins, he is faithful and juft to for- 
give us our fins, and to cleanfe us 
from all unrighteoufnefs.”’ 

Muft not the firlt of thefe paf 
fages imply, that the merit of Chrift 
is fo transferred to his people, or 
fo held in common by them, or to 
be really their merit ? 

I think not. Ouly making a 
very reafonable allowance for the 
ftrong language of prophetic {crip- 
ture, and no more need be under- 
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ftood by this, than what has been 
above admitted and fuppofed : 
namely, that Chriit is of God 
made to believers righteoufnsfs, to 
all intents and purpofes of their 
fafety and falvation. 

But does not the ether text af- 
fert, exprcfsly, that the pardon 
of penitent Chrittians, and their 
complete fanctification, may be 
expected from God as a matter of 
ftrict jattice ? 


No, furely. If it did, it would 


be quite incenfitest, even with it- | 
felf Had finners a finlefs right. | 


eoufnefs properly their own, they 
would have no fins to confels, or 
to be forgiven. The humble con- 
fefion, cr proper fo giveneis, of 
one who can jullly have no fin 
imputed ‘to him, ‘soks, I fhould 
think, very much like a contradic- 


R. ote 
tion. sAndto affert, that God ts 
bound in juftice to remit all pun- 


ifhmest to penitent belicvers, and 
to complete their falvation, on the 
ground of their own re 
nefs, is certainly itreconcilably in- 
confiftent with a thoufand cther 
texts, all over the bible Accor- 
ding to this notion, after the pift 
of faith, God could never freely 
Five us any thing. 

Not to infift that the words, 
faithful and ju/f, may be ufed by 


i} worthi- 


the apoftle as nearly fynonymous | 
expreflions ; I would obferve, that | 


the fulfilnient of a p omife, how- 


ever gratuitous, is, in fome fenfe a | 


matter of juice. It 1s what a 


jatt man will ever make a point | 
of doing ; and not to do it, might | 


be a real injury to the oth: r party, 
who had calculated upon its per- 
formance. It may further be ob- 
erved, that fhould God not fulil 
the 


ves 


word of his pra 


‘sto hope, 
he would a& difhonerably ; 
fo would not be jutk to hin’ 


: — 
pe se meer - -" = 
me) his OWN Hahic ava IT Ve 
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It remains to be enquired, in the 
laft place ; What neceflity there 
was, or whether any, for making 
Chrift a fin-offering, thar we 
might be reftored to the divine 
favor? 

It has often been fuppofed, thet 
God might have reconciled fallen 
men to himfelf, not imputing their 
trefpaffes unto them, in fome 


| other way than in and through 


the death of his fon, if he had 
feen fit. 

But tf it could have Jeen fit, in 
any eafier way to have done it, 
that he flould fee fit to adopt this, 
mult appear very unaccountable. 
Why all this wafte of fweat, and 
agony, and bleod! What glory 
of God, in the face of Jefus 
Chrilt, when his vifage was mar- 
red more than any man, and his 
form more than the fons of men, 
if all and bruifes, 
thorns and buffetings, were unne- 
ceflary! At fuch a fight, on thet 

ht indeed 


fuppotition, many mig 
— ‘Ai Al oe ’ 
be aftonifhed ; but no one could 


oh 
poflibly be deliphted, unlefs a very 
malicious fpeftator. ‘To afcribe 
fovercignty to the bleffed and 
only potentate, as fuppofes him 
capable of doing any thing, proper 
or improper, wife or unwife, con- 
hitent or inconfiltent, is furely not 
to do honor to him. 

We are plainly told, that God’s 
etting forth Chrift to be a propi- 
tiation was neceflary, and why tt 
was necefliry ; namely, that he 
mieht be jaft, and the juilifier of 
a finner, on his believing in Jef 

To this account of an apottl:. 
however, the wife, the feribe, the 
difputer of this world, the infice! 
and the focinian, are ready to ob- 
jet. Earthly kings and judges, 
they will tell us, can pardon hig! 
crimes, treafons and rebeilions. 
y on the fubraiflion of the 0: 


hin ke. thot 


his wounds 


’ 


fuch 


on 


ool, 


i, P 
fenders: and frail w 
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with God, Almighty and a!l-mer- 


ciful, there can be no rem:ffion of 
the {malleft fia, without fhedding 
ef blood ! and fuch blood as Chr if- 
tian trinitarians fuppofe ! 

To this it may be replied ; 
many things are poflible with men, 
which tothe omnipotent fovereign 
of the univerfe are utterly impof- 
fible. ‘It is impoflible ‘for God 
to lie.” ‘* He cannot deny him- 
felf.”?> He cannot aét out of char- 
aéter, or inconfiftently with any 
of his moral perfections. Were 
God as weak as man—as unwife— 
as liable to alter his mind, to be 
intimidated, and to have his hand 
ftayed: Or could he be witling to 
have as weak and unftable a gov- 





ernment, as are the governments | 


of men; undoubtedly, it would | tl 


be very poflible for him to pardon 
atrocious tranfgreffors only on their 
repentance ; or even without re- 
pentance. 

All fevereign pardons—all re- 
miflions of threatened and deferved 
penalties, without adequate fatis- 


rgue itsimperfection. In the all- 
pow ful, and all perfe& govern- 
ment of the Moft High, it may 
therefore well be fappofed, that no 
fuch pardons are ever admifhible. 

The fufferings of Chrift and the 
glorythat fhould follow, are things, 
we are told, into which the angels 
defire to look. No wonder, there- 
fore, if men, weak, inattentive, 
and depraved, fhould often err, and 
afier all their refearches, have in- 
adequate ideas, concerning thefe 
deep things of God. And yet, to 
mankind in a peculiar manner, it 
is of molt interciting importance, 
to look into thefe things, and right- 
iy to underftand them. From in- 
accurate conceptions refpecting the 
‘clemption of Chritft, and its ap- 
— to finners, have arifen fyf- 
ems of faith, moft difhonorable to 
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God, and moft ruinous tothe fou's 
of men. Some, by not feeing the 
occafion there was for the propitiae 
tion of Chrift, have rejected that 
dofrine altcgether ; imagining 
that, inftead of difplaying the mate 
vellous benevolence of God to 
man, it teprefents him as implaca- 
ble and unmerciful. Cthers, from 
much the fame caufe, have been 
led to deny thatthe death of Chrift, 
confidered ncrely under the notion 
of fuffering, conitituted any part of 
his proritiation. Others, from ap- 
pichending that our divine Redeem- 
erconnected himfe!f with the whole 


| human race, by a kind of perfonal 


union ; and by tafting death, ftria- 
ly purchafed releafe from punifh- 
ment, for every man, have inferred 
e infallible falvation of all man- 
kind. Many others, reputed very 
orthodox, have imbibed fuch a 
notion of a myftical commutation 
of iniquity and holinefs, between 
Chrift and believers, as is fubver- 
five of all rational ideas of divine 


| jultice ; and as excludes effeétual- 
——- weakea government, and | 





ly, after the gift of faith, all pofii- 
bility of aay farther divine grace, 
to the finful children of men. And 
this, they think a glorious device 
of infiniie wifdom and goodnefs ; : 
becaufe, by means of it, , they can 
fin perfonaily, asmuchasthey pleafe, 
in heart, word and deed ; feeling 
all the while perfeétly ealy ana 
comfortable, as having no impated 
fin. ‘Thus they fit dowa under the 
fhadow of their fuppofed Saviour 
with preat delight ; and his fanci- 
ed fruit is fweet totheirtafte. ‘To 
force perfeétly {clfith creatures, ot 
even imifinformed Chriftians, out 
of their delictoes hiding places of 
falfehood ; isy certainly, no very 
hopeful undertaking. 
This caquiry Was defigned, 

guard agatnit dangerous mifconcep- 
tions of the glorious plan of our 


redempti ion. Whethcrthethouehts 
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and proofs which have been given 
are well adapted to this end, read- 
ers of every age and capacity mutt 
judge for themfelves. If the re- 
prefentation of this all important 
fubjeé&t, now exhibited, be not the 
right one ; the writer wifhes to be 
told, and in a manner that he can 
underftand, wherein it is wrong. 


The Gofpel a Dodrine according to 
Godlinefs. 
(Continued from page 332.) 


NUMBER IV. 


V HAT the gofpel is a doc- 
; trine according to God- 
linefs, will further appear from a 
fummary view of the general tenor 
of its precepts and prohibitions. 

The gofpel not only requires re- 
pentance and faith, as thegrandand 
comprehenfive condition of its 
bleflings, and indifpenfibly necef- 
{ary to pardon and eternal life ; but 
likewife enjoins univerfal holinefs, 
and forbids all iniquity, all un- 
righteoufnefs and fin, all moral evil 
without exception. 

It commands us to be holy in 
all manner of converfation—to ab- 
{tain from fiefhly lufts, and from all 
appearance of evil. Yea, the gof- 
pel as exhibited in the facred wri- 
uings of the New-Teftament, re- 
quires all holinefs, and forbids all 
fin, not only in geaera! terms, or 
by general precepts and prcohibi- 
tions ; but it alfo defcends to mi- 
nute particulars. It bears a partic- 
ular and fullteftimony againft the 
various particular Jufts and fins, and 
evil practices, in which the wick- 
ednefs of mankind is wont to ope- 
rate and be exprefied—againft the 
various particular Infts and finful 
paflions, works and ways, which 
are oppofed to or inconfiftent with 
real holinefs in heart and life. 

Are felfifhnefs, pride, hatred, 


revenge, hitternefs, anger, wrath, 


i 








| 





clamor, evil {peaking and malice. 
unrighteoufnefs, covetoufnefs, cry. 
elty, oppreflion and extortion 
fraud, deceit, falfehood, lying, 
cheating, theft, robbery and mur. 
der—intemperance, revelling, rio- 
ting and drunkennefs, chambering 
and wantonnefs—every fpecies of 
uncleannefs, foolifh talking and 
jefting, lafcivioufnefs, fornication, 
adultery and inceft—forcery—idol- 
atry—contempt of God, neglect 
of his worfhip, profane curfing and 
{wearing and blafphemy, are all 
thefe and fuchlike things, contra- 
ty to true piety and real religion, 
and the habitual allowed indulgence 
and practice of them inconfiftent 
with the fpirit and praétice of real 
Godlinefs ?—And who can atten- 
tively read the New-Teftament, 
and not be fenfible, that thefe and 
all fuchlike things, are really for- 
bidden and teftined againft, as odi- 
ous to God, and expofing to his 
wrath, and excluding from his 
kingdom all thofe, who perfevere 
in the allowed indulgenceand prac- 
tice of them ? On the other hand, 
does Godlinefs imply fupreme love 
to God, worfhipping him in {pint 
and in truth, ferving him with rev- 
erence and godly fear, conforming 
in praétice to his inftitutions and 
commands, doing all to his glory? 
Does it imply fincere benevolence 
to neighbors, to fellow-creatures, 
to the evil as well as to the good, 
not only to friends, but alfo to ene- 
mies, doing good io al] as we have 
opportunity—following God as 
dear children, and walking in love 
after the example of Chriit ? Does 
it imply kindnefs, tender hearted: 
nefs, forgivenefs, humility, meek- 
nefs, condefcenfion, gentlenels, 
long-fuffering, compaflion, mercy, 
fympathy, hofpitality, juftice, truth, 
uprightnefs, integrity, faithfulnefs, 
indultry, fobriety, temperance, chal- 
tity, a ready and faithful perform- 
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ance of all the duties and offices of 
every character, of every relation, 
of every employment, as of ru- 
lers, fubjeéts, citizens, minifters of 
the gofpel, hearers of the word, 
brethren in the faith and profeflion 
of the gofpel, hufbands and wives, 
parents and children, mafters and 
fervants ? Does Godlinefs imply 
thefe and fuch like things ? And 
cag any one read the New-Tefta- 
ment, without a full conviction, 
that they are all there enjoined— 
exprefsly required, and abundantly 
preffed and inculcated ? And itis 
to be remembered, that the fcrip 
tures hold forth the idea, that all 
thefe prohibitions and commands 
are delivered under the fanétion 
of divine authority—that they are 
commands and prohibitions, not 
of men, but of the great God and 
our Lord Jefus Chritt. 

How undeniably evident is it, 





} 
| 
' 


| 


who is in heaven—they who deny 
themfelves, take up their crofs and 
follow him, and forfake all things 
for his fake—-they who have the 
fpirit of Chrift, and walk not after 
the flefh, but after the fpirit, and 
thro’ the fpirit mortify the deeds 
of the body, crucifying the flefh 
with the affeétions and lufts—they 
who do his commandments, and 
endure totheend. Such, in brief, 
is the charaéter of thofe whom 
Ged will approve in the day of final 
account and admit to dwell in his 
prefence forever. Hence, the doc- 
trine of the gofpel upon this head, 
is moft evidently a doctrine accord- 
ing to Godlinefs. And as we with 
to be approved of God, and hap- 
py forever, Jet us view, with at- 
tention, the charater drawn by 
Chrift and his apoftles, as the only 
one which will be finally approved 
and blefled, and tranfcribe and 


then, that the gofpel, as preached | copy it, in our own tempers and 


by Chrift and his apoftles, is, in 
this particular point of view, a 
doftrine according to Godlinefs, 
plainly defigned and admirably 
well adapted to inculcate, enforce 
and promote it ? 

Vi. The fame will alfo appear 
from the account given in thes gof- 
pel, of the charaGter of thofe who 
alone will be approved by God, 
and finally happy. 

Who, of all the human race, ac- 
cording to the account given by 
Chrift and his apoftles, will be 
approved of God, and happy in 
the world tocome ? None, whofe 
chara¢ter is prevailingly that of the 
unrighteous or unclean—none.who 
obey not the gofpel of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift: but, the poor in 
fririt—the meek—they who hun- 
ger and thirft after righteoufnefs—- 
the merciful—the pure in heart-— 
the peace-makers-——they who hear 
Chrift’s fayings, and do them— 
they who do the willof his Father 





conduét. 


NUMBER V. 
vi [ae calls, offers and 


warnings, promifes and 
threatenings, contained in the gof- 
pel, plainly evince its defign and 
tendency to promote true religion. 
Gnly an imperfect {pecimen of 
thefe can now be exhibited. The 
Mefhiah, long before hisincarnation, 
faid, by the prophet Ifaiah, “ Look 
unto me, and be ye faved, all the 
ends of the earth.” God, by the 
fame prophet faid, “Ho every 
one that thirfteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no mon- 
ey: come ye, buy and cat ; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price. Where- 
foredo ye fpend money for that 
which is not bread, and your labor 
for that which fatisfieth not ? Hear- 
ken diligently unto me, and cat ye 
that which is good, and Jet yorr 
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foul delight itfelf in fatnefs. In- 
cline your ear, and come unto me: 
hear, and your fouls fhall live ; and 
I will make an everlafting cove- 
nant with you, even the fure mer- 
cies of David. Let the wicked 
forfake his way, and the unright- 
eous man his thoughts: and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he 
wil] have mercy upom him ; and to 
our God, for he wil! abundantly 
pardon.” Inthe fame fpirit, Chrift, 
when on earth, ftood and cried, 
faying, “If any man thirft, let 
him come unto m¢éanddrink. He 
that believeth on me, as the f{crip- 
ture hath faid, out of his belly 
fha!l flow rivers of living water.— 
“Come unto me, all ye that la- 
bor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you reft. ‘Take my yoke 
upon you, and Jearn of me; for 
Iam meck and lowly in heart ; and 
ye fall find reft unto your fouls. 
For my yoke is eafy, and my bur- 
then is light.” 

The apoftle Paul ftates the pur- 
port of the apoftolic addrefs to 
mankind, in the foliowing manner, 
viz. “God wasin Chrift recon- 
ciling the world unto himfelf, not 


imputing their trefpaffes unto them; | 


and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation. Nowthen, 
we are ambaffadors 
as though God did befeech you by 
us: we pray you in Chrill’s ftead, 
be ye reconciled to God. For he 


CAprin, 


tempted above that ye are able : 
but will wich the temptation alfo 
make a way to efcape, that ye may 
be able to bear it.—** God, wil. 
ling more abundantly to thew unto 
the heirs of promife the immutabjj. 
ity of his counfel, confirmed it b 

an oath, that by two immutable 


things, in which it was impoffible 





for God to lie, we might have a 
{trong confolation, who have fled 
for refuge, to lay hold on the hope 
fet before us —** For he hath faid, 
I will never leave thee, nor forfake 
thee.” So that we may boldly fay, 
The Lord is my helper, and I will 
not fear what man fhall do unt 
me.—** Godlinefs is profitable un- 
to all things, liaving promife of the 
life that row is, and of that which 
is to come. ‘ He that overcom- 
eth fhall inherit all things; and I 
will be his God, and he fhall be 
my fon.” 

On the other hand, the {erp 
tures are equally explicit, in ad- 
drefling the moft folemn warnings 
andthreateningsto the wicked, and 
in terrible denunciations of divine 
wrathupontheimpenitent and final- 


| ly difobedient.—** The axe ts laid 


for Chrift, | 


hath made him to be fin for us, | 
who knew no fin ; that we might | 


be made the righteoufnefs of God 
in him.”? 

To the faithful and obedient, the 
infpired writings abound with the 
moft gracious and animating dec- 
Jarations and promifes : “ He that 
endureth to the end, the fame fhall 
be faved. “ We know that all 
things work together for good to 
them that love God. God is faith- 
fa', who will not foffer you to be 


unto the root of the trees: there- 
fore every tree which bringeth not 
forth good fruit, is hewn down and 
caft into the fire. Except ye re- 
pent, ye fhall all likewife perth. 
He that believeth not fhall be dam- 
ned. Unto them who are conten- 
tious, and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrightcoufnefs, God will 
render indignation and wrath, triv- 
ulation and anguifh, upon cvery 
foul of man that doeth evil, of the 
Jew firft, and alfo of the Gentile 
No whoremonger, nor unclean 
perfon, nor covetous man who is 
an idolater, hath any inheritance 
in the kingdom of Chrit and o} 
God. Let no man deceive you 
with vain words: for becaufe 01 
thefe things cometh the wrath o 
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God upon the children of difobe- 
dience. Be not ye, therefore, 
partakers with them.— How hall 
we efcape if we neglect fo great 
falyation ?—For if we fin wilfully, 
after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there re- 
maineth no more facrifice for fins, 
but a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation, 
which fhall devour the adverfaries. 
—Itisa fearful thing tofallinto the 
hands of the living God.—But 
the fearful, and unbelieving, and 
the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and forcerers, 
andidolaters, and the liars, fhall 
have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimftone ; 
which is the fecond death.”’ 

Can we read—can we hear, and 
attentively confider thefe and fuch- 
like gracious calls and offers, and 
friendly and folemn warnings, and 
great and precious promifes, and 
awfully tremendous threatenings, 
and vicw them altogether, without 
perceiving it is our indifpenfible 
duty, our trueft wifdom and high- 
e(t intereft to repent and turn to 
God—to be reconciled to him —to 
comply with and obey his will re- 
vealed in the gofpel—to live fuber- 
ly, and righteoufly, and podlily 
in this prefent world ?—Without 
perceiving, that to this weare un- 
der obligations infinitely great — 
that to this we have all reafonable 
and defirableencouragements— and 
that we fhall be left utterly inexcu- 
fable, and mutt expeét an aggrava- 
ced punifhment, if we refufe or 
neslect it? and of confequence, 
that the gofpel, on account of its 
calls, offers, watnings, threaten- 
ings and promifes, is admirably 
adapted to bring us to God—to 
verfuade and cont{train us to return 
to him, to love and ferve him, and 
to enforce, and excite to the exer- 
cile and pragtice of univerfal holi- 


nefs—of true religion, in all its 
branches— in all its extent ? 


(To be continued. ) 





On the leading of the Spirit : Ox, 
The way in which the Spirit of 
God leads men ts by imparting to 
them, and preferving in them @ 
holy temper. 


UR Lord once faid to his 

difciples, ‘ When he the 
Spirit of truth is come he will guide 
you into all truth.” And St. 
Paul faid to the Romans, “ As 
many as are kd by the Spirit of 
God, they are the fons of God.” 
And hetells the Galatians, “ If 
ye be /ed by the fpirit,*ye are not 
under the law.” From thefe and 
many other expreflions of the in- 
{pired volume, we are led to fup- 
pofe, that the influence or guidance 
of the holy fpirit is neceffary to 
the knowledge of divine truth,and 
for our direétion inthe way of ho- 
linefs. It is evident, even from 
obfervation, that the judgment 
which a man forms concerning re- 





ligious obje&ts is not determined 
by mere intellectual light or evi- 
dence, but the fpirit or difpofition 
of the heart has a great fhare in 
the determination of the judg- 
ment. Hence it is faid, * The 
natural man receiveth not the 
things of the fpirit of God, 
for they are foolifhnefs unto him ; 
neither can he know them, be- 
caufe they are fpiritually difcerned. 
But he that is fpiritual, judgeth all 
things.” ** No man can fay that 
Jefus is the Chrift but by the Holy 
Gholt.” “Ye have an unéioa 
from the ho!y one, and ye know 
all things.” 


It is not a matter of idle {pecu- 





lation, but of great ufe and bene- 


|fit, thoroughly to inveftigate, 


the vatious fprings aad caules 
which operate in the ceterminae 
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tion of mcu’s opinionsandcondu& 
in lifeyparticularly with refpect to 
matters of religion. If this fub- 
ject be thoroughly examined, I 
am perfuaded it will be found, 
that there are certain biaffes in 
the hearts of men which govern 
their judgments and praétice in 
life—fome fpirit which dire&s 
their fentiments and conduét. 
This is trhe with refped to fuch as 
purfae good or evil courfes. They 
have a fancy, @ liking or prepof- 
feflion in favor of certain objedts, 
which aétuate them in their pur- 
fuits. It is not mere information 
communicated to the unfeeling 
iotelle& which will be any fpur to 
aftion. km order for this fome 
fpirit or difpofition mutt poffefs 
the foul ; which has a fovereign 
influence in the difpofal of men’s 
opinions and purfuiis. 


We read of the fpirit of the | 


world and the fpirit which is of 
Gad. A fpiritis as well neceffa- 
ry to account for evil actions as for 
good. The fpirit which is of the 
world, admits of a great variety 
of modifications ; although as to 
its effential traits it may be the 
faine. The taltes of men are dif- 
ferent which are their guides in 
the walks of life. Men pive a 
preference to the courfes which 
beft correfpond with their taftes ; 
hence they are prompted to be- 
leive fuch courfes are right, and to 
a& accordingly. Ina wrong 
courfe of condu& men are pov- 
erned by a wrong fpirit. 


On the leading of the Spirit. 











fAreu, 


led to purfue them. As duty oc. 
curs, his love to it will influence 
him to a ready compliance. Is 
reverence to the Deity a duty, 
the fenfe which he has of the di. 
vine dignity and excellency will 
excite him to pay him worfhip and 
veneration. Is beneficence to his 
fellow-creatures in diftrefs, a duty 
which offers itfelf to a good man, 
the benevolent feelings of his heart 


' will prompt him to afford relief. 


The guidance of the {pirit, or an 
inward principle of goodnefs is a 
much more effectual teacher and 
{timulator to what is fit, than mere 
abftraé& {peculation. 

On the other hand, a corrupt 
{fpirit or a depraved tafte, will 
lead a man under the influence of 
it, to form erroneous opinions con- 


| cerning moral matters, and will 


have an efficacious influence upon 
him to purfue a vicious courfe of 
conduct. If we attend to humen 
nature we maythence find, as well 
as from the fcriptures of truth, 
that men are led by fome power- 
ful fpirit in that great variety of 
courles which they take. This is 
the great {pring of aétion amongft 


| mankind, and without which the 
| rational world would be wholly 


In a’ 


virtuors courfe of condy@ they. 


are poverned by a good {pirit. In 
each cafe they are led by the fpiri: 
which dwells in them. The good 
man has for his puide the good 
fpirit of God. He delights in 
the law of God after the inward 
man ; hence he is induced to obey 
wt. The paths of virtue are agrce- 
able to his tafte ; therefore is he 





idle—a univerfal torpor would 
take place—a total ftagnation of 
all the aétive powers in human na- 
ture. There is a fpirit in man 
which operates to produce perpet- 
ual motion in the intellectual 
world, and which is as cflicacious 
as the law of attraétion in the nat- 
eral world. 

- As all men are governed by fom 
powerful fpirit, fo the children 0 
God in particular are under the 
conduct of the good fpirit of God. 
By virtue of that holy principle 
implanted in them, and which 
conilantly dwells in them, they are 
fpontancoufly led to a virtuou? 
courfe of conduct. Although 
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their intelleftual powers may be 
{mall and their acquirements in 
knowledge indifferent, yet by vir- 
tue of that gracious difpofition of 
which they are poffefled, they 
will be led to walk in the uner- 
ring paths of virtue much better 
than others, greatly fuperior to 
them as to intelleétual endow- 
ments. When perfons in the ex- 
ercife of fuch a good difpofition 
are led into the knowledge of re- 
ligious truths, and to a compliance 
with their duty, they then have 
the leading of the {pirit. 

But it may be enquired, are not 
men expofed to be led into error 
when they fuffer ihemfelves to be 
conducted by fuch an inftinétive 
principle or fpiritual impulfe ? To 
which it may be replied, there is 
no neceffary danger in this cafe 
with regard to thofe who are un. 
der the guidance of the fpirit of 
God : for this fpirit is a fpirit of 
truth, and begets a relifh for the 
truth, and fo far as we are gov- 
erned by it we fhall be led into ail 
truth, both with refpeét to our 
judgments and practice. True it 
is, thofe who are under the in- 
fluence ofa falfe fpirit are expo- 
fed to error in being led by this 
fpirit ; therefore are we called up 
on to try the fpirits ; and there 
are laid down in the fcripures cer- 
tain marks and rules whereby we 
may afcertain the truth or falfe 
hood of the fpirit by which we 
are led; fothatthereis no necef- 
fity of deception. 

From the view which we have 
taken of the leading of the fpirit 
we are enabled to accoum for the 
corrupt and pernicious doétrines 
which have been embraced by man. 
kind. ‘Thefe proceed not from a 
want of natural powers in men, 
nor from the want of fufficient 
external light and information but 
from the influence of a falfe {pirit. 
Vor. I. No. 10. 
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The God of this world hath blin- 
ded the minds of them which be- 
lieve not. They are left to tlrong 
delufions, that they fhould belicve 
a lie who had pleafere in unright- 
eoufnefs. They love darknefs 
rather than light. They have no 
relith for the fublime tiuths of re- 
ligion. ‘They are therefore fool- 
ifinefsto them. Their tafte gives 
a determination to their under- 
ftanding and juigment. The dee 
praved bias on their hearts is the 
fource of their errors. 

Hence we infer a reafon why 
in the {criptures men are condem- 
ned for their infidelity and here- 
fy; it is becaufe they are influen« 
ced by a falfe fpirit or a vicious 
bias of heart-—they fall in with 
fuch fentiments as agree to their 
talte, and rejeét others. It is on 
this account they are criminal. 
Therefore an heretic after the 
firft and fecond admonition is to 
be rejeéted. Could wrong fenti- 
ments in religion be attributed to 
any other fource, than the feduc- 
tion of an evil fpirit, or a vicious 
propenfity of heart, they would 
not be cenfurable, but flowing 
from a depraved heart, they merit 
condemnation. 

Upon the whole, fince our come 
ing to the krowledge of the truth 
and walking in the paths of holi- 
nefs, depend on the guidance of 
the fpiric; let us be importunate 
with God, with whom is the refi- 
due of the fpirit, that he would 
replenifh our hearts with his grace, 
that we might be delivered from 
darknefs and error, and led into 
all truth, and be direéted in the 
paths of righteoufnefs. This lead- 
ing of the fpirit has more efficacy 
to keep us inthe ftrait line of truth 
and duty, than all the external 
light and helps which we can en- 
joy, without the afiftance of this 


internal guide. And fince this 
Zz 
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rightly condudl ing {pirit 1s to be ob- 
tained by the beftowment of God, 
let us aie earne{t application to 
the God of all grace haat he would 
pive us that unction from the holy 
one whereby we may know all 
things. 
HEMERA. 





An account of a work of Divine 
grace in a Revival of Religion, 
in a number of Congregations in 
New-England,in the years 1798 
and 1 79Q) ta feries of Letters 
to the Editors. 


[Continued from page 347. ] 
LETTER XVII. 

From the Rez. 

ef Farmington. 


Foster WASHBURN 


GENTLENEN, 
Q*: of the moft important 
bjects to which you have 
devored the pages of your ufeful 
Magazin ne, 3s the 
religious 


conveyance of 
and efpe- 
cially the pubication of particular 
narratives of the late revival of re- 
ligion in many of our towns. 

Ata tine hke the prefent, when 
the powers of darknefs, and a dif. 
belicving 
common exert! 


eg. 
mteli 
. L aie 

7 6 


CNnce 35 


world, are making un- 
and boating 
of uncommon fuccefs, in eppoling 


the kingdom of Chrifi, it 


OnS, 


is pecu- 


liarly | icumbent on his friends, in 
every art of the world, to exert 
themicives for its fupport. They 


ought to be united in prayer 5 and, 


united 
to propagate the gofpel ; 
then the 
and encourage the hearts of 
communicating in- 
telligence of its faceefs, 3 and giv- 
ing particular narratives of any re- 
markable revivals of rclip 
uncommon ca 
fouit. The ation of fuch 
Narratives, if written judicioufly, 


as far as potflibie to make 
exertions | 
and to ende 
hands, 


aver to itrens 


1 
each other, by 


) 
thons cf the 


public 





A 








CArriz, 


and fo as to bring clearly into view 
the diflinguifhing t traits of the werk, 
may anfwer many ufeful and jm. 
portant purpofes, both to the church 
and world. They are a fuitable 
memorial of the goodnefs of God, 
to be handed down to pofterity — 
They greatly confirm the difin. 
guilhing dodirines of the gofpel, 
ond by a divine blefling, may awa. 
ken the tanclclh~-<toninnce the dif 
believing—comfort and rejoice Ke 
hearts of God’s people—and, 
various ways, caufe than} Hines 
to abound unto God. 

From a conviétion of thefe 
things, Lam induced to give a nar. 
rative of the recent work of God 
in this place, to be publithed, if 
upon e€Xamination it 
worthy. 

it may be ufeful, in the firit 
place to give a brief view of a revi- 
val of religion in this Society, in 
the year 1795, and of the fubfe. 
quent ftate of religion here to the 
time more p articu! larly rcfpected in 
this narrative. 

In the fall of the year 1793, and 
through che winter following, while 
the Society was deftitute of a fet- 
tled minifter, and the pulpit was 
fupplied by candidates, there ap- 
peared, as I have been informed, 
an uncommon attention to th 
means of prace, and a hopeful 
profpect of a time of great refrcth- 
ing from the prefence of the Lord. 
But the hopes of the people ot 
God were greatly damped, and t he 
work apparent tly interrupted, by 
means of an unhappy contention 
which took place in the Societys 
and threw the minds of the peop's ie 
into an uncommon depree of ute 
tation. — But the good fpirit of 
God, tho’ grieved, did not w hole 
ly depart : ‘and about the time of 
my ordinetion to the work of the 
miniftry, which was in May 1795» 
an uncommon attention and {c1!- 


be thought 





1801. ] 


oufnefs became apparent through- 
out the Society. ‘I'he divine influ- 
ences came down like the dew, 
and like the rain upon the mown 
grafs, in ftill and gentle fhowers 
The work was unattended with 
noife, or enthufiafm—-caufed a gen- 
eral folemnity through the Society, 
and met with little or no open op- 
pofition. 

Within the courfe of about one 
year, 55 perfons were added to 
the church—the greater part of 





whom dated their hope from that | 


revival. 


The effe& of that day of divine 


power and merciful vifitation, was | 


very apparent both in the Society 
and church ; efpscially in the lat- 
ter, in the fpirit of union and har- 
mony which appeared ; and par- 
ticularly in their attempts to revive 
and fupport Chriftian difcipline— 
in which they were happily fuccefs- 
ful. In attempting this, they were 
neceflitated, in feveral inftances, 
to proceed thro’ all the fteps of 
difcipline, even to the laft. They 
proceeded however, with an ap- 
parent fpirit of meeknefs and love 
—with great moderation, and per- 
fect unanimity. 

The attention to religion con- 
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ligion would now continue to de- 
cline for many years—and that it 
it fhould thus decline for ten or 
twenty years, as it had done for 
two or three, the fituation of Zi- 
on, here, muft be deplorable in- 
deed. 

At this time God began to ap- 

ear in power and great glory, ina 
number of towns in the vicinity, 
as he had done for a year before, 
in places more diftantr. An ace 
count of thefe things reached us, 
and became the fubject of conver- 
fation among Chriftians—but it ap- 
peared to have little or no effed. 

The firlt appearance of fpecial 
divine power and prefence, which 
was noticed, was in Fev. 1799. 
It began in an uncommon atten- 
tion and concern, among the peo- 
ple of God, in view of the fitua- 
tion of this Society, and in a dif. 
pofition to unite in prayer for the 


| divine prefence, and a revival of 
| religion. 


Hearing fo much of the goings 


of God, in the vicinity, and hav- 


ing been in fome meafure a witnefs 
of it, I advifed with the deacons, 


| and principal brethren of the church, 
| upon the expediency of opening 


tinued to be nearly the fame for | 


about a year——after which it evi- 
dently declined, and the minds of 
the people in general, became grad- 
ually moreinfenfibletodivinethings, 
‘till they were greatly abforbed by 
the cares, and vain amufements of 
the world. Inthe fall of 1798, 
religion was, apparently, but little 
tho’t of, except by fome of the 
profefling people of God—and even 
among them, an unufual degree 
of luke-warmnefs feemed to pre 
val. The diftrefling reflection 
now arofe, that as we had been 
favored witha praciousvifitot God, 
and had fo foon grievedaway his 
ipirit, it was to be feared that re- 


leftures, and attempting to call the 
attention of the people to the events 
which were taking place and to 
their own fituation. Upon con- 
verfing with them, I found them 
already awake upon the fubject ; 
and it was concluded and advifed, 
that a requeft fhould be circulated 
among the brethren, to come to- 
gether for prayer, and to confult 
upon our fituation. On the Lord’s 
day previous to their meeting, 2 
difcourfe was delivered in public 
upon the importance of a revival of 
religion, and of Chriftians being 
united and earneft in prayer, that 
God would revive his work. On 
the Monday evening fuilowing, a 
number of the brethren convened, 
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as had been propofed, and fpent 


the evening in prayer, and in con- 
verfation upon the divine power dif- 
played in neighboring places, and 
the expediency of our fetting apart 
times for fervent focial prayer that 
God would not pafs us by. Many 
difcouragements prefented them- 
{elves to our minds, and unbelief 
fuggefted evil things. A little be- 
fore, we had been favored with the 
dew of divine influences, quicken- 
ing finners, and reviving God’s 
chi ‘ren, while the towns around, 
were inamannerdry. Now, we 
were left to parch and dry, while a 
cloud, in full view, had paffed al- 
mott quite round us, to revive and 
refrefh them, with copious fhow- 
ers. Thus fituated, the divine 
fovereignty was evident. Our cir- 
cumitances anfwered tothe fign 
which God gave to Gideon of the 
fleece which was at one time wet 
with the dew, while the ground 
< ee around was dry ; and at another 
( time, perfectly dry, while the dew 
had diftil'ed copioufly onevery fide. 
dt washowever the unanimous opin- 
: aon of the brethren prefent, that it 
Ee was for us to pray, and for God, 
, who ts merciful and gracious, to 
al difpofe of events according to his 
1 own good pleafure. It was there- 
fore agreed that there fhould be a 
mecting, at leaft once a fortnight, 
| for members of the church, not 






































| excluding others who might with 
AL to attend, for the purpofe of fpe- 
uz cial united prayer for a revival of 
} rcligion in this place, and for the 
profperity of Zion at large. Soon 
after this, numbers, in different 
parts of the Society, began to en- 
quire refpe‘ting the meetings, and 
exprefled a with to attend. This 
was confidered as an omen for good; 
and upon the encouragement which 
now began to appear, it «as deter- 
mined to open JeGiures at the Meet- 
ing houfe, and at fome of the 
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School-houfes, in the extreme parts 
of the Society. The fir was at 
the Meeting houfe. Two neigh. 
boring Minifters were prefent ; 
one of whom delivered a fermon, 
and the other a folemn addrefs and 
exhortation. The congregation, 
which was unexpectedly full, ap. 
peared f.lemn and attentive. In 
the evening another meeting was 
attended, equally full, and appa- 
rently {till more foleran and deeply 
attentive : And it afterwards ap- 
peared that the minds of many 
were then, and even before, preat- 
ly exercifed refpecting religion, 
though they had not divulged ix. 
From this time we had frequent 
meetings, which were attended by 
preat numbers. Even when the 
weather was exceedingly ftormy 
and tedious, a3 was feveral times 
the cafe upon the days appointed 
for leétures, it had very little effec, 
if any, upon the fulnefs of the con- 
grepation. Perfons of both fexes, 
and of almoft every age, and ma- 
ny from the diftance of 4 or § 
miles, and fome ftill further, were 
to be feen preffing thro’ ftorms, 
and every obftacle, to attend the 
mectings—fuch was their anxiety 
to hear the word, and to know 
what they muft do to be faved. Nor 
was it an attention to conferences 
and leétures—or a difpofition to 
prefer their own times of worfhip, 
to God’s_ time and inftiturions.— 
Thofe who were difpofed to attend 
lectures and conferences, appeared 
equally careful to attend public 
worfhip upon the fabbath. 

My houfe was alfo the almoli 
daily refort of youth, and others, 
earneftly enquiring refpedting the 
things of their peace. The fcencs 


were frequently very affecting.— 
Perfons from 12 or 15 up to 30 % 
40 years ofage, had juft difcover- 
ed, as to any realizing fenfe, tha’ 
they were finners. 


They felt, an® 








r8or. | 


in tears acknowledged, that they | 


were under the condemnation of | 


God’s righteous law—that they 
had, alltheir lives, negleéted and 
defpifeda kind Saviour and trodden 
under foot his blood. As fome 
expreffed themfelves, it feemed 
that they had been all their lives 
walking upon a moft dangerous 
precipice, conftantly expofed to 
deftruction, and yet ignorant of 
their fituation. ‘They feemed to 
awake as from a dream. Some 
wondered that parents and Minif- 

ters had not before informed then 

of their fituation. The iia 
which they now heard, they tho’t 
new ; tho’ they had been thou- 
fands of times, {tated in their hear- 
ing, and inculcated upon them by 
parentsand minilters. They now 
confidered religion as the one thing 
needful ; and were altoni‘hed at 
their former ftupidity and folly in 
difregarding it ; and that they had 
entertained fuch loofe and errone- 
ous ideas refpeéting the nature of 
religion, and the dodtrines and re- 
quifitions of the gofpel. 
of the youth who were ferioufly 


impreffed, now refleéted on their | 


former gaiety, vanity and finful | 
amufements, with bitternefs and | 
entire difapprobation. 


Being brought by the power of | 


God, and an awakened con- 
{cience, to view things in the light 
of {cripture and of eternity, they 
confidered the cuftoms and _prac- 
tices commonly followed by youth, 
as very dangerous and pernicious 
—tending to exclude the thoughts 
of God and eternity—cherifh vi- 
cious propenfities—render the mind 
light and vain—and inconfiltent 
with doing all things to the glory 
ef God. <n attempt which was 
made foon after the awakening 
commenced, to introduce a dan- 
cing matter, and fet up a fchool 
for the inftruation of the youth 


Thofe | 
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and children in the art of dancing ; 
and which, though with much dif- 
ficulty, at length fucceeded—had 
a happy ¢ffeét upon the minds of 
fome of the ferious youth, tende 
ing to increafe their impreflions, 
that ina time of fuch uncommoa 
| attention to religion in the neighe 
boring towns, and fuch a hope. 
ful beginning among ourfelves, 
; any fhould attend, or encourage 
the youth and children to attend 
| 





upon a fchool the tendency, and 
ufaal effet of which is to banith 
1 | fertoufnefs, and render the mind 
| frivolous and vaini— greatly fhock. 
| ed their minds. ‘The open oppo- 
'fition, alfo, which was made by 
forme, in exprefs and pointed lan- 
guage, moft bitterly, and profane. 
| ly fcoffing at thofe Minifters and 
Chriftians, who appeared engaged 
in promoting the work, had a 
‘fimilar effet. It convinced them 
more and more that “ madnefs is 
in the heart of man ;” and that 
God is juft in condemning finners 
and calting them off forever, and 
led them to admire that ¢4-y fhould 
be in any meafure awakened to a 
fenfe of their danger, and not left 
to the fame blindnefs and (tupidity 
| which they faw in others. Thus 
was manifelted the wifom and 
power of God, to carry on his 
| own work by what means he pleaf- 
|es, or even by the oppofition of 
enemies. 

It appeared however to be the 
will of God to fuffer various hin- 
drances to the work, that it was 
not fo great, nor extenfiue in this, 
as in many of the neighboring 
places. A great many in the So- 
ciety have not been apparently 
moved by all which has ta a 
place, and the divine power dif- 
played here, and in the vicinity. 
Numbers have, through the whole 
time, piven great evidence of be- 
ing ina fate of awfcl delufion, 
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with refpe& to themfelves, 
the things of God and religion 
Many who would not be thoug! 
opp sofe, and even who hecilative 
Jy believe in the reality rine necef- 
fity of experimental religion, and 
of the agency of the holy fpirit, 
in renewine finners, have been left 
by ajufl and holy God, in avery 
carclefs and fecure ftate. 

Doubtlefs many, however, have 
been arraigned atthe bar of con 
{cience, and experienced the {tri- 
vinos of God’s fpirit, who have 
wholly concealed their feelings, 
and perhaps have fallen into their 
former eafe, and carnal vain peace. 
Many have, bya folemn and con- 
{tant attendance on means, man- 
ifefted a concern with moe to 
their fpiritual {fate and profpedts, 
who, fo far as I kn have nev- 
er opened their minds in converfa- 


tion on the fubje&t with any per- 
fon. About one hundred have 
been fo far impreffed, as to en- 


quire ferioufly and anxioufly, re- 
fpecting the way of life by a Sav- 
sour ; and to converfe freely upon 
the fate of their fowls. Of thefe, 
about feventy have appeared to be 
under deep conviétion of fin, and 


in great diftrels of mind—though | 


fome, to a far greater deoree than 
others ; and in a few inftances, 
attended with very uncommon 
marks and expreflions of the ob- 
ftinacy and enmity of the carnal 
heart. Sixty-one have been ad- 


mitted into the church within one | 


year, viz. from Auguift 1799, to 
Avpult 1800. A few of thefe 


inthis place in 1795, mentioned 
in the beginning of this letter, 
and fome ftillearlier : But by the 
prefent refrefhing from the divine 
prefence, have hope pen 
guickened, and itrengthened, and 
treed from thofe doubts and ‘em 


which had kept them trom duty. 


’ 
ocen 








Revival of Relgion in Farmington. 
and | 


nt to 





CAran, 


Several, who have not yet made 


ue 
a profefhon of religion, hove i io ie 


URN. LR and it is to be 
hopes that there are fome o; hers, 
among thofe who have been unde 
fericus imprefhons, who have be. 
come truly reconciled to Gog 
though they may not have diyy! 
ged their feelings, or profeffed ty 
entertain a hope. 

Among thofe who have heen 
the fubjects of this work of God. 
there are fome who had been pe- 

culiarly vain, carelefs and eppofed 
to the doé¢trines and pradiice of re. 
ligion, and whofe minds had been 
wholiy abforbed by the follies and 
vamities of youth—in the purfuit 
of which their ardor had been ex. 
ceeded by but few. In relation 
therefore to their former = fi- 
ions, and all who feel themfels 
reproved by their cone, | 
| might be expected that dheiz prel. 
ent fituation would render th 
words of the Apoftle, 1 Pet 
4, very applicable. 

I would add, with refpec to 
the fubjeéts of this work, that 


i1 


1Ofi, 





date their hope from the revival | 
| 


about two thirds of eur - in 
youth, and the reit in middie life, 
and a little rn: fing. And wes it 
is worthy of remark, that _ there 
are Many more, in proportion to 
the number of families in this So- 
ciety, who are from families where 
religion is profeffed and carefully 


| inculcated by one or both of the 


parents, than from thofe of a dit- 
ferent defcription. 

With refpect to the external ap- 
pearance ot this work, it has been 
remarkably free from noife and 
enthufialm, and every kind of 1r- 
regularity. In all the 3 
there was the utmolt order, and 
decorum ; and at the clofe, wheth- 
er inthe day-time, or evening, all 
who attended, difperfed immede- 
and filently, to their places 
of refidence, fo that the enemies 


meetings 


ately, 
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of the work were never gratified, 
or furnifhed, with an objection 
again{t it from any enthufialtic, or 
irregular conduct appearing, either 
at the meetings,or inreturning from 
them. Perhaps this might be, in 
fome meafure owing to the means 
ufed with thofe under imprefhons, 
and the manner of conducting the 
meetings. 

The great and important object, 
in addrefling finners, was, to fet 
the moft effential and important 
truths ia a fimple and plain man- 
ners before the mind, without ma- 
king any violent affault upon the 
pafhons ; or attempting to frighten 
and terrify without communica- 
ting inftruétioa. It was thought 
undefirable that the mind fhould 
be greatly affected and diftreffed, 
exceptinview, and by means of 
the truth. But whatever trem- 
pling anxiety and folicitude of 
any was in this way excited, 

was fuppofed not to be irrational, 
or in any way dangerous, but 
uighly favorable and promifing. 

in conducting the meetings, no 
invitation was given, to thofe un- 
der impreffions, nor to any who 
were confidered hopeful converts, 
to relate their perfonal experien- 
ces, or addrefs themfelves to oth- 
ers by way of exhortation, or 
inftru€tion. Nor has there been 
a fingle inftance, fo far as is 
known, of any one’s manifefting 
an inclinationto dothis. Yor the 
moft part they have appeared to 

think themfelves fo ignorant, and 
fo unworthy, that inftead of ex- 
horting or teaching others it be- 
came them to fit at the feet of the 
meaneft to receive in{truétion. 
ss was itmuch practifed in pri- 

© converfation to relate to each 
ertheir own perfon: ilreligiousex- 
perie nces—much lefs were they dif- 
p fed to relate them to every one, 
v fromhoufeto houfe. Inftead | 
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of this the converfation in families, 
and neighborhoods, where the 
work moftly prevailed, was chief- 
ly upon the character and work of 
God—the wonders of redeeming 
love and fanctifying grace—intel- 
ligence refpecting the goings of 
the all-conquering Lamb, in fub- 
duing his enemies to his feet, and 
making them his willing fub- 
jeéts in the day of his power— 
and, in general, the nature and 
importance of the truths and doc. 
trines of the word of God. 

After this general account of 
the progrefs and extent of the 
work, and of the order and deco- 
rum which have charaéterifed it ; 
a more particular ftatement of the 
nature of the perfonal views and 
exercifes of thofe who have been 
the fubjects either of conviction, 
or hopeful converfion, will be ne- 
ceflary. This isa principal thing 
to which an inquifitive and judi- 
cious reader will look, in a nar- 
rative of a fuppofed revival of re- 
ligion, in order to judge whether 
it be indeeda work of God or a 
mere delufion. 

And here I would obferve that 
the views and exercifes of thofe 
under conviction, were effentially 
the fame tho’ very various as to the 
means and manner of their begin- 
ning—and of their degree and 
cotinuance. The greater part 
were for fometime in a {tate of 
theughtfulnefs and confideration, 
before they were the fubjeés of 
much diftrefs or conviction of fin. 
Several were awakened and expe- 
rienced great concern of miad, be- 
fore they knew of any others in 
the Society being in a fimilar fitua- 
tion—and before any thing unufual 
had been done to call up their at. 
tention. Some would point out 
what they rg the means of 
exciting their attention and cons 


cern, Par wallas eie hee 
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ing, in particular, as having been 
the mears of this. Yet,fo it was, 
that rcligion now appeared of in- 
finite importance to them ; and 
thofe things which a little before 
they could not fix their attention 
upon, they were now unable to 
banifh from their minds. Some 
were fuddenly alarmed, and affec- 
ted, chiefly from fympathy; or 
theimpreflive fceneof the meetings 
and the folemn things they heard, 
and in this way were excited to an 
examination which iffued appa- 


fin. 
been proof againtt the power of 
thro’ the moft likely time, in a hu- 
man view, were afterwards arref 
ted, and cavfed to tremble at the 
bar of con cience ‘The com- 
' mandmenit camie—fin revived, and 
they found themfelves ia a loft and 
wretched ftate 

In the firit {tages of concern, 
the fubje@s were generally moft af. 
i fected with particular fins; and not 
fo deeply fenfible of the plague of 
their hearts. They confidered 
themfelves tranforeflors and con- 
demned by the divine law. Innu- 
merable fins of omifhon and com- 
mifhon would rife to the view of 
their mind with the aggravations of 
having negle&ed the divine calls 
and warnings and uabuled preat 
mercy— and a enfe of danger, and 
fear of divine wrath greatly affec- 
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i? ae ted them. 
wi! Ny While inthis firuation, and be- 
te ie sot ‘ ° - . . 
wi i ing yet ‘ignorant of God’s right- 
ij y i eculncls,” or the perfect purity 
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oS Bae Bg of his nature—theextent and {pir- 
ie } i. ; t e . x . . 
aa er Vag ituality of his law—and the impof- 
‘ , 43 fibility of falvation by their own 
mA 4 Goings, they have ** gone about to 
1h hehe ate, i eftablith their owariphteoufnefs’?— 
Ry ot a ficd to external duties——to prayer 
a kf i —to refolutions of amendment,and 
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themfelves to the divine favor; and 
thus refufe to * fubmit themfilves 
to the righteoufnefs of God” —the 
way of acceptance and peace by 
Jefus Chrift. 

As the work of convi&ion pro- 
ceeded, they were driven fiom 
their various falfe refuges, and ob. 


| . ° , — 
tained a clearer view of the {piritue 
al nature and extent of the divine 


Jaw, and amore realizing fenfe of 
thecorruption of their hearts—the 


| fountain of iniquity and pollution 


renty in a genuine conviction of | 
Aad fume few, after having | 


fympa‘hy, and paficd, unaff. ed, | 


within, from which all aétual fins 
flow. 

It wasthe cafe with fome, while 
in this itate that their paflions were 
lefs moved and affe&ied than be. 
fore. Whuile inthe firft Rages of 


| conviction, in thinking cr fpeak- 
‘ing of their guilt and danger, it 





was common for them to weep, 
freely. —But now they were una- 
bieto weep. They went about 
bowed down with a kind of allon- 
ihment and horror, in view of 
their dreadful puilt and hardnefs of 
heart. They now confidered them. 


| felyes more ftupid and hardened 


than ever. They fuppofed their 
convictions had left them, andthat 
they were about to be piven uptoa 
reprobatemind. And they confid- 
ered their being unable to fhed a 
tear, as an evidence of this, when 
at the fame time, they were in fuch 
diftrefs in view of their fituation, 
that they were almoft incapacitated 
for Jabor or bufinefs—andin az'cat 
ineafure deprived of fleep and ap- 
petite fer food. 
It was generally the cafe with 
thofe under deep conviction that 
they in a greater or lefs degrees 
experienced fenfible enmity, and 
oppofition ofheart again{tthe chat- 
a&er of God—particularly his 
fovereignty in having mercy of 


'whom he will have mercy, and 


hardening whom he will. There 
were feyeral inttances in paiticulat 
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in which a wife and fovereign God 
permitted the enmity and obftina- 
cy of the carnal heart, to be man 
ifefted in an awful manner, and to 
an altonifhing degree. Under a 
full conviction of the truth, their 
hearts would rife in bitter oppofi- 
tion againft it. While confcience 
like a knawing worm preyed upon 
them within, a view of the di- 
vine charaéter, and the way of 
falvation propofed in the gofpel, 
which was very clear before them, 
and in which they faw their de- 
pendence, excited the enmity of 
their hearts, and filled them with 
anguifh——and every inftance in 
which they faw any of their 
friends or acquaintance brought 
apparently, to embrace the pofpel, 
and to delight in the word and 





fervice of God, filled them with | 


a kind of envy —with a pain they 
could not defcribe. They would 


fay “they experienced the pains | 


of Hell.” 


But the inftances of | 


this kind were very few. The | 
| lieved from their diftrefs, and fil- 


conviction and diitrefs of the 
greater part, rofe not to fuch an 
height. In this refpeét there was 


2 great variety. But whatever | 


difference was obfervable in the 
degree of diftrefs, and fenfible en- 
mity experienced or the time of 
its continuance, yet with refpect 
to the points of conviction, or the 
truths in view of which the mind 
was affected, there was a very 
great uniformity. They were, 
almoft without exception, brought 
to feel and acknowledge, pre- 
vious to any permanent relief and 
hope—that they were wholly evil, 
and perfedtly help!efs ia themfelves 
—that all their ftrivings and refo- 
lutions, had been in fuch a man- 
ner, and from fuch motives, that 
they were not merely in vain ; but 
were a practical rejeétion of the 
way of acceptance by Chrift— 
that it was not in their hearts, 
Vor. I, No. to. 
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and never would be, without di- 
vine influence, to afk for mercy 
aright, or to embrace Jefus Chrift, 
as he is freely offered in the gofpel 
—rthat they were therefore, in ‘he 
hands of a fovereiga God, whofe 
law and gofpel they had abufed, 
and who would act his own pleaf- 
ure whether to renew them, and 
bring them to a fubmifhion and re- 
conciliation to himfelf, and thus 
form them veflels of mercy, unto 
glory ; or, to give them up to be 
veflels of wrath, to difplay his 
jsftice and power—and that their 
only pround of encouragement and 
hope, in this fituation, was the 
doétrine of the divine purpofe of 
eleétion ; or determination to re- 
new, fan&ify avd fave many, even 
of the chicf of finners. 

With refpe& to the manner and 
circumitances, in which the hope- 
ful converts obtained relief, and 
the degree of their joy and peace, 
there has been alfo a _ variety. 
Some few were very fuddenly re- 


led with adoring and admiring 
views of God and the divine Sav- 
iour—they faw God in all things. 
In this refpect all things, even in 
the natural world, appeared new 
to them. The divine agency, 
perfection and glory appeared 
wherever they caft their eyes 
all things feemed to praife God, 
and they defired to be employed 
in his praife forever. And having 
fuch aclear and delightful percep- 
tion of the glory of God, in his 
works and word, they began foon 
to “abound in hope.” But with 
refpe@ to the greater part, they 
were brought very gradually to 
entertain a hope that they were 
reconciled to God, and did not 
foon attain to any confiderable de- 
gree of the rejoicing or * affur- 
ance of hope.”? When their dif- 
trefs, arifing from fenfible oppofi- 
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ion to the character and word of | tion of fouls, and the advance. 
God, began to ceafe, it was com- | ment of the caufe of God ir the 
mon for them to be fomewhat a-| world. They appear to be pof- 
larmed, and to fay they feared | feffed, alfo, of a good act of 
they fhould fall into their former | the fpirit of fuffering—a foarit of 
eafe and ftupidity ; yet manifetted meeknefs and patience fee 


Ger iD. 
no difpofition to negleét, or rclax | juries, without retaliation ; 


’ efpe. 
their atrention to religion ; ; and in | cially, of injurious and hard 
general, after examining them- fpeeches from thofe of a {coffir 

felves and comparing their exerci- | or an oppofing perfecuting ae 
fes for feveral days, or weeks, , agreeably to the direction of the 
they fuppofed, they difcovered | Apottle, “ dearly beloved, avenge 
Signs of gracious affections. They | not yourfelves—recompenfe to no 
were not difpefed, however, in| man evil for evilebe no 











Ot over. 


general, to be confident, in their | come of evil, but oveneome ey! 
conclufion, and with refpe& to! with good.’? In view of thefe 


; ; a 
many, their hone was often inter- | effects, how defirable that the 


rupted. They were often heard | work which produces them migh: 
to fay, they found f much wick- |, prevail, and become univerfal, 
ednefs and ceceitfulnefS in their | Surely they are the effedts of a 
own hearts, that, after all, they | religion which is divine—a reli. 
; f ¢ : ’ / 
‘4 i" ii knew not but they were given up | gion, which, though when oppo- 
per: Biel to delufion, and fhou!d perith— ! fed it may occafion a {word, yet 
M4 that, if this were to be the cafe, | 1f embraced and prattifed by all, 
5 j God would be iuftethey were ; would form happy families, happy 
ia i willing God fhould reign—chey | focieties, ) and a happy world. 
ae gull yee 6 ) 7 
* ! were feited with the bible—they | Having fketched this general 
: i wifhed for no other gofpel or plan fe the work, I might pro 
of faivation—they defired to be} ceed, and detail fome intcrefting 
fayvedin noother way, than by the | paiticulars. But thefe I hall re- 
free yrace of God through Jefus | fcrve for a future communication. 
Chrift ——— nd int rval > ina - I; th meen til iC, 
La n { ’ ‘7 | 5 ] 
a lex view of thefe, and fimi Iam, gentleman, 
i ; <a eat 
ni ; feelings and exercifes, they have With much refpet, 
’ La \ . f . 
eet it conclude d that, if they were not Yours, &c. 
Rta. F em | r men 
‘Sie & He deceived, the love of God has } ic PH WaAsHBURN 
a e ‘ ‘ \ ’ 
en Bh been indeed fhed abroad in their | Farmington, Nov. 180¢ 
i r : | hearts. ' ( Tol i Ci ntinued. ) 
% . r 1 eae ‘ bd | 
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mind looks back to God’s won- 
ders of old, it has this pleafing 
evidence that his grace is {till the 
fame, and produces fimilar cffeéts 
in the human heart, in different 
ages of the world. 

To fuch as delight in the tri- 
umphs of divine grace, it is pre- 
fumed that the following account 
of God’s merciful dealings with 
afamily,in the Derawaré State, 
fome years ago, will be acceptable. 
If you think it will fubferve the 
caufe of truth and piety, by giving 
it a place in your inftractive Maga- 
zine, you will gratify one of your 
readers ; but if, im your better 
judgment, you think that its pub- 
lication will prevent a piece, calcu- 
lated to do more good, I fhall reft 
fatisfied that this fhould be omit- 
ted.—I can avouch for the facts ; 
but [ think it proper t6 conceal the 
name of the family. and its con- 
itituent parts, to which I fhall have 
a reference in the following nar- 
ration. 


HERE wasa Gentleman of 

a good intereft and refpec- 
tability, in the county of New- 
Caftle, inthe Stare oF Deva- 
WARE, who was educated in the 
arminian principles. He had an 
exalted idea of the merit of good 
external moral conduét, in the 
fight of God, and viewed fuch 
a conduét as laying an ample foun- 
dation for divine acceptance. His 
principles appeared to be reduced 
to practice. Thus he was punétu- 
alin allhis dealings with his fel- 
low-men, and he always confider- 
ed his promife as good as his bond 
on any occafion. He was zeal 
ous in going to church, and in 
uling a form of prayer, night and 
morning in his family, and punc- 
tual in attending, externally to the 
common duties of the table, before 
and after eating. But he was, 
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alfo zealous in oppofing the idea of 
fpecial grace in conyerfion, and 
all thofe do&rines intimately con- 
neéted therewith—fuch as the nat- 
ural oppofition of the human heart 
to the divine povernment.—The 
doctrines of particu'ar eleftion and 
the certain perfeverance of the 
faints. —‘n fhort, he ftrenuoufly 
held, that the great caufe of the 
difference in the charaéter and mo- 
ral ftates of men originated in 
themfelves. This gentleman not 
only adopted the above fy{tem, in 
the regulation of his own private 
conduét, but laid it at the founda- 
tion of his family education. —Thus 
he appeared to live, and thus to 
die. He left, athis deceafe, three 
fons and two daughters, the eldeft 
fhortly after, died in the Amert- 
can Army, in the revolutionary 
war. The two remaining fons, 
with their eldeft filter, lived to- 
gether in the manfion of their de- 
ceafed parent, and the younger 
fifter was married to a young gen- 
tleman in the vicinity. Thefe 
two brothers with their elde(t fif- 
ter lived togetherin great harmony, 
in one family ; no doubt, but the 
courfe of their education had a 
very powerful influence in their 
family agreement. 

About twelve months after the 
death of their father, the young- 
eft brother, as he returned from 
church, afier the public fervices of 
the fabbath, and after hearing a 
fermon which inculcated nothing 
more than good external moral 
conduct, tookup thedivine oracles, 
in order to find the text of his 
Minifter : But providentially, af- 
ter opening the facred book, ihe 
firft place which flruck his fight, 
was Rom. vii 30. * Moreover, 
whom he did predeftinate them he 
alfo called.”? Thefe words iilled 
his mind with a fudden dreadful 
terror, and awoke him from the 
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pleafing delufion, that he fhould law refpected any thing, but hi: 


enjoy the everlafting favor of his 
creator on the foundation of his 
good moral conduét. Upon this 
{udden fhock, he fhut the facred 
book, from a fear of examining 
the doétrine of divine predeftina- 
tion, which wasan cbject of his 
greateft hatred. He tried to turn 
off his mind from a fubje& which 
gave him an anguifh he had never 
before experienced ; but all his 
firuggles to get the terrifying ob- 
ject out of view were in vain. 
The queftion came home with 


trefiltible force to confcience, 


*‘ have you ever been effectually | 


called ?? Tho’ reluctantly he was 
obliged to anfwer this queftion in 
the negative. The next queftion, 
which came to his mind, was, what 
1s effectual calling ? This was a 
puzzling queftion, which he mutt 
anfwer, or run the rifk of everlatt- 
ing woe. Here the heart proved 
rfelf to be deceitful above all things 
anddefperately wicked. Upon this 
queftion being urgedupon the mind, 
what is effeétual calling? He ru- 
minated, and at laft his heart 1n- 
vented the following folution.— 
filtho’ I have been very moral ; 
yet there are many things in which 
J have erred—I have fpent too 
muchtimein gay company—I have 
attended balls—-I have vifited my 
friends and relations, on my re- 
turn from church, on the Sabbath- 
day, inftead of returning home 
and reading my bible. He refol- 
ved to quit thofe practices and per- 


torm thofe duties, in which he fup- 


pofed effeGual calling confitted : 
and immediately, the comfort, that 
he was not difobedient to the heav- 
enly call, affuaged his poignant 
diftrefs. True to his refolution he 
quitted gay company and balls, 
sead his bible and formally prac- 


tifed fecret prayer ; but it never | renew his refolution, 


external actions.—In reading the 
| facred volume, this paflage {truck 
his mind, Gal. in. 10. “ Curfed 
is every one that continueth not ir, 
all things which are written in the 
book cf the law to do them.” 
The queftion now, is, have you 
con.inued in all things written in 
the law? The refult of felf-exan, 
ination is, 1 haveomitted this, that. 
and the other duty.—Refolved 
' that I will continue in all things. — 
| Here he got fome comfort.— Ac 
part of this all things in the view 
of his own mind, was to read his 
bible with more attention than he 
had done before, in apparently pro- 
fecuting this duty, thefe words of 
the facred fcriptures came to view, 
“ IT the Lord fearch the heart, 1 
try the reins, even to give every 
an according to his ways and ac- 
cording to the fruit of his doings.” 
Jer. xvu. «0. Never did this 
young man feel before that God 
condemned evil thoughts as well 
as evil external conduct. This 
gave anew fhock to the mind and 
added new terror. But the de- 
ceitful heart tho? wounded would 
net give over the fclf-righteous 
fcheme of faving itfelf by its own 
exertions. This correfpondent 
paflace, to the Lord’s fearching 
the heart, came up to vicw, “keep 
thine heart with all diligence.” 
Upon viewing this he refulves to 


_ keep his heart according to the di- 


, vine rule. 


He finds this a mote 


| difficult tafk than he ever before 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


attempted ; yet he did not defpair 
but that diligence and habit would, 
at lait make this dury more eafv- 
He would, often, on the Sabbath- 
day call his mind to attend to 
the things of religion ; but 
worldly thoughts would intrude 
—he would check himfelf and 
to keep 


yet entered his mind that the divine | his heart with more attention 5 but 
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he found that he fo often failed in 
this laft refolved duty, that he be- 
gan almoit to defpair of ever going 
to heaven upon the prefent fy! tem 
of his own righteoufnefs. The 
hext paflape of f{criprure, which 
awakened hisatrention, was Chrift’s 
words to Nicodemus. * Except a 
man be born again he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God.” Now 
he found that he never would keep 
his heart as he ought unlefs he had 
a new heart—and without a faving 
change, he feltthat he could nev- 
er efcape hell and get to heaven 
But the deceitful heart, always 
trying to get eafe from prefent con- 
viétion, feizes this paflage and ap- 
plies it toits own cafe. “ Afkand 
ut fhvall be given you ”’—Upon this 
paflage he reafoned thus, “ I can- 
not change my own heart ; bu: I 
can afk God to change it for me, 
and he has given his promife that 
he will grant my requeft.”  In- 
fluenced by this falfe reafoning, the 
young man refolved that he would 
pray to God for anew heart and 
obtained fome comfort. Butwhen 
he was on his bended knees, pray- 
ing ashe thought for a new heart, 
this paflage of fcripture came with 
irrefillible force to conicience. 
“ The facrifice of the wicked is 
anabominationtothe Lord.” Con. 
icience madethisapplication “God 
does require that whatever we do 
hether we eat or drink or what- 
ever we do, we fhould do it all 
to the glory of God as our ultimate 
obje&t, and God condemns every 
one as a wicked charadter who 
Coes not comply with this require- 
meat. Upon thefe reflections, 
thefe queflions came home with 
irrefiltible force to the confcience. 
Have you done all which you 
have cone to the divine glory, as 
your ultimate objet ? Has the di- 
vine glory been the 


, 


your prayer? 


ve 
c. 
40 


HTere confctence 


lat end of 





bore witnefs that the divine glory 
was no: in the leaft de gree aimed 
at, in any pe ‘rformaice, in any 
prayer or a any diftrefs ; but felf. 
prefervation was the w hole obje&t. 
Upon this conclufion, confcience 
joined with the Deity in pronoun- 
cing this fentence. You are jutt- 
ly numbered with the wicked ‘ 
therefore your prayers are abomi- 
nable in the fight of God; and 
God hath eftablifhed no abfolute 
connexion between your prayers 
and falvation.—God hath given no 
promife, but a threatenin gto fuch 
felfith prayers. —Con fcience further 
teftified—** You have been hypo- 
critical in your prayers 3 for you 
have pro feffedly aflced God for a 
new heart; when you had no di- 
rect defire after a new heart ; for 
the nature of a new heart gives up 
felf and aims at the divine glory 
as itslaftend ; but you are deter- 
mined not to give up your feififh 
intereft, and you cannot even con- 
ceive how you could be happy in 
having any other chief end but 
felf.’ ‘lhefe reflections, with the 
teftimony of his confcience, were 
while the youth was on his bended 
knees praying as he thought for 
a new heart, and confcience took 
hold of God’s word and charged 
him with hypocrify. Here cnmi- 
ty again(t God appeared to come 
to its height.—His heart rofe up 
againtt God, and in oppofition to 
the diftates of confcience, char- 
ged God as being a hard matter for 
requiring him to do a thing, that 
is tO aim ulumately at the divine 
glory, when confcience teftified 
that there was nothing exifling 
in the foul that had the ‘h aft ten- 
dency to make the divine glory 
the end of any action. Here 
felt that his heart wiflied that there 
was no luch a God as that with 
whom he had to deal. This act 
of direct oppofitionsa Ged, was, 
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in amoment, in the twinkling of 
aneye, viewed as abom: inable and 
odious,andas jultly deferving eter- 
na! mifery at the hand of an in- 
finitely glorious and good being. 
Here he felt a pleafing calm—the 
univerfe inftantaneoufly appear- 
ed to beam forth the creator’s plo- 
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ing tobe faved, if it was not for 
the glory of God, appeared to his 
feelings to be worfe than hell J 
appeared that God was fo plorioug 
in his vindictive jultice, that t! ere 
was no excufe for hating God 

the flames of eternal Wen 
felt that the devils ought to love 


Ys in — thing which was be- 
held. h felt that there 
was nothing wrong in the ways of 


God fuprem ly, and he fil, jf 
God fhould fend him to hell, that 


he woud condemn the devils foy 





“he y‘ 


God, but all fault was in him- | not loving God for his infinite 
felf.—Iin the vinditive juftice of | py. 


Deity, in fending him to endlefs 
mifery, there appeared a beauty. 
Reflecting upon the direét oppofi- 
tion of his heart to God idiichs 
exifted buta litle 


“hen the young man apprehen. 
ded that it might be incoafiten 
with the glory of God to fave him; 


he fincere ly ee fired of the | ord 


before, it appear- | a difpofition to fay, righteous art 





Ee Bes p 

a ; ed to his view as the unpardonable thou, O Lord, tho’ vindidive 

: ; i t fin > and his prefent calm appt ared juftice e fheu'd plunge e me to endlefs 

Cae oe as a token of his being pivenup of | woc. All thefe feelings he con- 
; a God to a flate of final reprobation. | fidered as not implying any mor 

te 14 The youth argued thus; “I! goodnefs in himfelf; but only as2 

4 Oy have been under preat convictions ; | {peculative difcove ry of the fu 
; 4 | but have oppofed them all, and preme worth of the divine being, 

» now, this calmnefs of mind—my | and the divine perfeéions. bee 


convictions and diftrefs fo fudden- viewed himfelf as poffeffing 

ly ceafing, is a token that 1 am | ing but vilenefs, pollution and fa 
given up of God.”’—Nothing ap- | ‘hus this youth, who was about 
5 i . ggg t 2 x 
peared to be left in view, but a fud- | twenty years old, continued fora 
den and remedilefs woe.—But fin | number of weeks, having no {en- 
appeared fo great an evil, that he = fible dif covery of any thing in Dei- 


* 


— 





uf s, fe.tthat it was more tolerable to | ty flanding in relation 1° himfelf 

i} i perith forever in hell,thanto indulge | but vindiétive juftice and divine 
; } y | i :. one hard thought of the divine | fovereignty. The .poftie’s words, 
yeaah Ee ‘ government. He took a view of | {peaking of God, faying, “there- 
fot 4 . God’s fovereign electing love of a | fore he will have mercy on whom 
oat Bae certain particular number of our | he will have mercy, asd whom 
brio ir falien race, and fometimes, was | he will he hardeneth,’? appeared 
La? We) fo fwal'owed up in the contempla- | ineffably delightful. It appeared 
vila! 4 tion of fo glorious an abject, as | tohim that it was infinitely fuita- 
4) © W : even to lofe a prefent fenfe of the | ble, that God alone, a being of 1f- 
: i vi iit importance of contemplating what | finite knowledge, goodacts 2 nd 
Pie As would become of himfelt—but | power, fhould difpofe of al] things 
da oe fi then the refledtion would return, if | according to the counfel of his 
: i? you have committed the unpardon- vo well, in the raivral and moral 
awe V4 able fin,you have ne fhare in the | werld. The abfolute dependence 
¢ a: i i) eatin love of ee ver will | of the finner upon God, appe Wey 
B 1 | i tbe for the divine glory to fave exceedingly,to ag aggravate he crim: 
‘ey Fat i ti you from a yu fly dele rved endlefs | inality of every ~ at of ee. 
baaey:' 2 tnfcry. The idea of even defir- | Thedinner’ ’s finding fault with God 
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for any of the divine conduct ap- , to him who felt fin to be an infinite 
peared to be as inconfiltent as the | evil, and who felt that God was 
ax rifing up egainft him that hand- | infinitely holy in eternally punith- 
leth it. ing the finner. 

Reflecting upon thefe fublime The way of falvation through 
fubjects, the youth often realized | fuch a Saviour, appeared to be 
with exquifite delight thefe words , infinitely glorious, even if he 
of the Apoftle Paul, “ Oh the | fhould never have an intereft in 
depth of the riches both of the | it; yea, the glory of this falya- 
wifdom and knowledge of God ; | tion appeared to be entirely inde- 
how uofearchable are his judg- | pendent of his own perfonal fafee 
ments, and his ways paft finding | ty. He felt, if it were poffible to 
out !?? Rom. xi. 33. obtain falvation upon any other 

Notwithftanding all the above | plan than through the Lord Jefus 
views and feelings, he could fee | Chrift, it would be undefirable. 
no ground to expect that he fhould If hc had ten thoufand fouls, he felt 
finaily enjoy the divine favor. | willing to truft them all uncondi- 
The firft gleam of hope, of which | tionally in the hands of the Lord 
he was confcious, was in the fol- | Jefus Chrift. He felt it to bea 
lowing train of reflections. He | {weet truth that God would have 
was contemplating the glories of | mercy on whom he would have 
vindiGive juftice and divine fove- | mercy, and that he had an ulti- 
reignty, and how jultly the whole | mate regard to his own glory in 
human race *iight have beendoom- | every one he faved. 
ed to endlefs mifery, as the fallen It appeared that the only ra- 
angels without remedy or hope— ' tional ground to hope that God 
fwallowed up in the grandeur and | would have mercy upon him, was, 
fublimity of this fubject, thefe becaufe the ultimate object of the 





words of facred fcripture came to | divine condué was the illuftration 
his mind, “ The old man is cru- | of his own glorious perfectiors. 
cified with Chrift Jefus, that the | He felt himfelf inexprefhibly vile, 
body of fin might be deftroyed and that if God had a regard to 
that henceforth we fhould not ferve him perfonally, nothing could be 
fin.”? In this paffage the firft , feen by infinite wifdom and good- 
thing which ftruck the mind was | nefs, but a juft reafon for his end- 
the glory of Chrift’s divinity. | lefs mifery. This was the tefti- 
There could not have been greater | mony of the holy, juft and good 
evidence in the view of the mind | law of God—this was the feelings 
that Chrift was truly the eternal of his mind, and this was clearly 
God, if he had feen Chrift in the | manifefted in the infinite atonement 
flefh work the moft ftupendous | of Chrift—Herein was felt the 
miracles. The moral evidence of , very glory of Chrift’s atonement 
Chrift’s divinity was fo great that | that it clearly manifefted God’s 
his mind had not the leaft poffible holy, and righteous difpleafure 
doubt.—It appeared that it was | againft fin, and the juft defert of 
inpoflible for infinite goodnefs to | the finncr. In thefe reflections it 
pardon one fin if Chrift had not | appeared that the whole plan of 
been truly Godas well as truly man. | falvation by the glorious Redeemer 
The neceffity of an infinite atone- | was all of infinitely rich, free and 
ment, in order to the pardon of | fovercign grace. It was grace to 
waners, appeared beyond all doubt’ proyide fuch an atonement and it 
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was rich grace to forgive the fins 
of any on account of the atone- 
ment which was made. 

All thefe reflections came up to 
view in contemplating that memo- 
rable paffage “* the old man is cru- 
cified with Jefus, that the body of 
fin might be deftroyed that hence- 
forth we fhould not ferve fin.” 
After the above reflections from 
a view of Chrift’s divinity and the 
glory of his atonement without 
any perfonal intereft, being reali- 
zed in it; the youth took a view 
of his own moral ftate, and thus 
reafoned. 

‘* Y remember, but a few weeks 
ago | aimed at nothing move but 
my own perfonal happinefs as my 
Jaft end—I lated the divine law 
—I hated the divine fovereignty 
with all my heari—I thought I 
defired a heart to glorify God ; 
but confcience bore teitimony that 
my ultimate object was my own 
deliverance from hel! and to fecure 
my own future perfonal or felfith 
happinefs; but now I love the 
divine law though it condemns 
me ; I long to be delivered from 
all fin; becaufe ic is a hateful thing 
to oppofe an infinitely holy and 
good God—I Jove the divine faye- 
reignty, if it fhould leave me to 
endlefs deferved woe—l love the 


grace of the gofpe!, though I | 


fhould never be the fubjeét of God’s 
pardoning grace—I defire to be fa- 
ved in no other way than through 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, if it were 
pofhble.” The queftion came to 
the view, of the mind, is not this 
to be born again? Is noi this the 
faving change of which the fpe- 
cial grace of God is the efficient 
caufe ? With a trembling foul, 
the youth ventured to hope that 
God had created him anew in 
Chrift Jefus, that the body of fin 
might be defltroyed that he fhould 
not henceforth ferye fin. He was 
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ready to fay, if this be the change, 
I know that the whole glory is 
due to God alone. * 

In every ftage of my convitiog 
I have endeavoured to build upa 
felf-righteous fcheme. But as faft 
as | built, a gracious God deftroy. 
ed this houfe which was built upon 
a fandy foundation, and mutt have 
fallen fooner or later. The youth 
felt that he never did any thing in 
his unregenerate ftate, but what 
had a tendency to Icad him from 
God—that his moft folemn prayers 
were all hypocrify—that he was 
oppofed to the very nature of a 
new heart, when his deceitful he2re 
thought he molt earneftly defred 
fuch a gift of God—that if God 
did not undertake the whole of 
his falvation from the beginning to 
the end, there was no foundation 
for a hope of final happinefs. Scn- 
fible that although ghe «hole caufe 
of icpeneration, repentance unto 
life and faith in the Lord Jefis 
Chriit and perfeverance unto the 
end of life, be all of God; yet 
the whole of the effe&s produced 
by divine grace, confiit in the 
voluntary exercifes of the creature 
himfelf. ‘Therefore he felt that 
none would be faved without the 
fovereign efficacious grace of God, 
and thet none would be Joit bet 
by their own wilful oppofition to 
thofe glorious objeéts, which all 
are under infinite obligations to 
regard. 

After this young man had ob- 
tained a hope that he had met with 
a faving change of heart, and his 
confcience bore teftimony that he 
renounced his own righteoufnefs 
as the ground of his acceptance 
with God and that he founded his 
hope of falvation from fin and 
wrath on the atonement of Chriit 
and the efficacious grace of God ; 
he felt it an unfpeakable privilege 
as well as an indifpenfible duty to 
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make a public profeffion of reli- 
gion, and to follow Chrift in the 
ufe of his appointed means, and 
the participation of the ordinances 
of his houfe =: accordingly, he 


joined a Prefbyterian church in the 


vicinity where he was born ; and 
he ftill continues to profefs to be 
attached to falvation by the glort- 
ous Redeemer, and derives all his 
hopes of final viétory over fin from 
the unchanging promife of that 
God, who, in unfearchable fove. 
reignty, firft began the good work 
of grace in his heart. 
(To be continued. ) 





To rue Epitors oF THE Con. 
EvANGELICAL MAGAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 

THE following is a reality ; 
if you think it will do good, you 
are welcome to publifh it. 


FIND by the complexion of 

your Magazine, that Connect- 
icut religion, though profeffedly 
Chriftian, is totally different from 
that of the generality of Chrittians 
inthis partofthe country. Light 
and darknefs are not more oppo 


fite, than youare from each other, | 


in what you each call effenual 
points. Of courfe, if yours be 


the only religion which leads the | 


foulto heaven, ours certainly will 
not fave us from hell. If yours 
be the true relipion, ours, it ap- 
pears to me, is worfe than infidel 
ity itfcif ; inafmuch as the one 
lulls to perfedt fecurity, while the 
other feidom leaves the mind at 
reft. 

‘The above remarks I will en- 
Ceavor to verify by a few incidents 
taken from real life. Asa curi- 
cty to the hearers, I occafionally 
tead pieces from your numbers, i 
mixed companies ; otherwife the 
work would not be known, except 
toa few deluded fubferibers, who 
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aremuch pitied by their wifer neigh. 
bors. ‘Ihe obfervations are fuch 
as follow. After hearing an ac- 
count of a revival of religion, one, 
who I think is a church member, 
afked what was meant by convic- 
tion and converfion, fo often ree 
peated. I explained it, after a 
manner which you call orthodox. 
Upon which he declared, with 2 
loud laugh, that “ he had never 
heard of fuch a thing before !’? 
I read the addrefs of the Berkhhire 
clergy, onthe fubje& of catechi- 
fing children, in No. 8, toa cir- 
cle of polite ladies, feveral of 
whom are profeffors ; which I 
found to be exceedingly difgulting 
tothewhole company. One faidit 
was the moft horrid thing fhe ever 
heard in her life ; another obferved, 
thatthe odisusand everto be dread- 
ed word 4e/! fhould never be named 
to children ; and that the thought 
of endlefs punifhment was too 
much for any one to refle& upon. 
Another, who had a number of 
{mall children, faid, that her de- 
termination was, to bring them 
up ia the c.nitant dove, not fear 
of God ; that they might always 
lock to him asa friend and parent 5 
| and finally die without difinal fore- 
| bodings. Jt was the opinion of 
ail, thac children would naturally 
purfue the direét road to heaven, 
unlefs joflled out of i by external 
force. The letter addreffed to 
two young ladies, refpe&ing their 
| attendance on a ball, page 317, 
I fent to a young friend who join- 
ed the church on Sunday, and 
| wentto a ball on Monday ; who 
very foon returned the book, with 
her anfwer, that fhe * pitied the 
| fool who wrote it.” A clergy- 
man lately preached on the fubject 
of the new birth 3 and atter la- 
boring awhile to prove that it 
meant nothing out ef the common 
courfe, fummed up the whole ia 
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thefe words, @ All IT know about 
regeneration is, for one to draw 
up jerong refolutions to keep the 
commandments of God.” And 
Lam certain it is not uncharitable 
to fuppofe there are many others, 
who preach much againft infidelity, 
and pray earneltly for the {pread 
of the gofpel, who dread nothing 
more, than they do the influence 
of what you call the divine fpirit. 
The fpread of this contagion would 
undoubtedly draw forth all their 
fizill and pra€tice in oppofition. 
Thus you fee, that what you call 
a “revival of religion,” bears no 
better name here (and I think I 
may fafely fay, among a great ma- 
jority of minilters and people) than 
“6a delufion of the devil.” I 

yfelf heard it exprefsly fo 
caled from the pulpit. No great, 
however, is faid particularly of the 
Macazine ; forthe work is but lit- 


’ 


Bago emt 
agave I} 


tle known among the bulk of the | 
people where the writer of this 
lives. But from thefe few hints, 


ie thinks you muft form a tolera- 
bly correét idea of the fentiments 
of many, to fay the leaft, who 
pride themfelves in being called 
hrifians 3 and who fay to unbe- 
lievers, efpecially to thofe of other 
countries, * ftand off, we ar. ho- 
fier than you.” [tis needlefs for 
me to repeat, for I think you muft 
have underitood, that I allow of 
many exceptions here. ‘There 
are doubilefs many, who, whether 


right or wrong, agree with you | 


as to religious fentiments. It is 
my earneft wifh, Gentlemen, that 
fome of your able writers would 
come forward, and fhow the differ- 
ence, there is between an open in- 
jidel, and one who beleves in Chrif- 
tianity, but not * tothe faving of 
the foul 5”) and which of them, 
according to the ufua! operations of 
providence, isin the moft likely 
“fv 
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' the mind is in a flate of entire © 
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to fuch as “ believe unto Salvation,” 
the former, who is not fuppofed 
to feel perfedtly fecure and eafy, 
or the latter, who is grounded in 
the principle, that regeneration 
means mo more, than “ frong ref. 
olutions to keep the command; of 


God.” BEREAN. 





Messrs. Epirors, 

THE perufal of Mr. Hal. 
lock’s narrative of a work of God’s 
grace, in Weft-Simfbury, in your 
laft number, was very edifying. 
His account of a perfon under f{e- 
rious imprefhions, who in his fleey 
faw his dead daughter come to him 
and warn him not tobe damned, ex- 
cited the following refleétions on 
dreams, which, if you think wor. 
thy of a place, you will pleafe to 


| infert in your ufeful Mayazine. 


Lam, &c. 


PEREGRINUS. 


HAT the fubje&t may be 
treated with neceffary cau- 
tion, it is to be obferved, thet the 
kind of dreams now under confid- 
eration is fuppofed to be entirely 
different from that by which, an- 
ciently, God revealed his will to 
the patriarchs and prophets. It ts 
not fuppofed to have any thing 1: 
it of the nature of a divine revel2 
tlon—or in any degree, to pre 
a rule of life. Nay, in the’ 
laft days, God has completed the 
revilation hedefigned for mankind, 
by the miniftry of his fon and the 
inftrumentality cf his Apolfiles ; 
and the fure word of prophecy 
contains all the articles of out 
faith, and the perfeé and only rue 
of life. 

Dreams are judged to be the 
cperations of the fancy or imagr 
nation, when the fubjeét of them 
is ina flumbering ftate ; in the 1° 
terval between proper Sleep, when 
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and wholly inaétive, and the wake- 
ful moment, when reafon refumes 
its feat, and controls this faculty 
of the mind. 
Natural dreams are fuppofed to 
arife from various caufes—an ob- 
ftructed perfpiration—a ftomach 
opprefled with food hard to digett 
—anxiety of mind, &c. &c.— 
Though it be difficult to determine 
the real caufe of them, yet it 1s 
highly probable, that they arife 
fome from one, others from a part, 
or the whole of thefe caufes con- 
jointly; yet there are others which, 
it is fuppofed are the effe&s of an 
external influence, which are im- 
prefions made on the imagination 
by an invifible agency. ‘Thofe 
which are of this kind only, are 
the fubjects of prefent reflection.— 
Though it be impoflible to demoa- 
{trate the abfolute truth, or falfity, 
of this opinion, yet divefting our- 
felves of the credulity of igno- 
zance and fuperftition, inftances 
have been produced which bear 
fuch a femblance of truth, that it 
would be rather incredulous than 
rational to difpute the juttice of this 
fuppofition, Of this kind may we 
not confider the inftance in Mr. 
Hallock’s narrative. A fenfible 
gentleman gave me the following 
account. Ina particular fituation 
he was violently tempted to com- 
mit a very criminal aét. He con- 
fented, and fixed atime for the 
purpofe; the next day. The fol- 
towing night in his fleep a perfon 
appeared before him in a mien of 
eculiar gravity and demanded of 
im, what, have you confented 
-o perpetrate thehorrid deed ? And 
warned him againit it with great 
y] lemnity. ‘The furprife and con- 
fli mn produced by this addrefs 
awaked him from fleep. Confid- 
ering it as unworthy of notice, be- 
ing adream, he again compofed 
Lindelf to reft, refalving to perfitt 
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95 
in his purpofe ; but no fooner had 
flumber dfs his eyes, than the 
fame perfon, with a countenance 
more ftern, and in a toné more 
menacing admonifhed him of his 
danger and warned him to defi. 
This again awaked him. Ref&cG- 
ing upon it ftiil as a dream, and 
growing more obftinate, he deter- 
mined to execute ry defign at eve. 
ry hazard ; but no fooner had fleep 
locked up his fenfes, than lo! the 
fame perfonage again appeared be- 
fore him arraye ed in that majelty 
and terror which filled him with 
horror and difmay, rebuked, me- 
naced and addreffed him, with 
that energy and authority, which 
compelled him inftantly to abandon 
his defig on——and faved him from 
ruin.—I know a perfon | of cred. 
ibility who fays, that for many 
years paft, no new {cene hath open- 
ed, nor event occurred, which mae 
terially affeed him, whether prof- 
perous or adverfe, which had not 
been prognotticated to him by fome 
dream that preceded it; and tho’ 
he could not conjecture from the 
dream what the event wou!d be, 
except the kind of it, favorable or 
difagreeable, yet when it exifted, 
the coincidence between the event 
and the dream excited his admi- 
ration. 

If it be enquired, what is the 
end of them? It will be replied, 
various, according to their tenden- 
cy and the views of the agent.— 
Some, accommodated to the cor- 
rupt tafte of the heart, by thofe 
whofe “pe it is to entice and de- 
ftroy, are defigned to invigorate 
and confirm firful difpofitions, | by 
imprefling the iangioatinn with 
(trong and lively ideas of the 
pleafure of fenfual ee ns. — 
Some may be moniory, to apprizc 
the fabjea that fome si rtan! 

him, and to excite 


him to prepare for it.-—— th CS, fo 
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the purpofe of real piety and Chrif. | 


tian comfort, to admonifh the fub- 
jects of danger, reftrain from fin, 
and adminifter inftruction, encour- 
agement and confolation to 
children of God in this dreary 
world. Sufpending other remarks, 
Jet us now confider, to what relt- 
gious purpofes this hypothefis may 
be applied.—Admitting the reality 
of dreams from an external caufe, 
or invifible agent, we may infer, 


sla 
wiic 


1. The infallible certainty of | 
another world, and the exittence | 


of immaterial fpirits. That fuch 
effects are produced, fuch impref- 
made, is now fuppofed, bnt 


3100S 


which produced, an agent who 


made them; and the evidence of 


uch an exiftence which this ex- 
hibits, is direét and abfolutely con- 
clufive. It is impofhble to evade 
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has experienced the impreffion, re- 
alized the cffect, and the event, 
furprifing him at an unexpected 
hour, has compelled him to cry 
ut, this ts my dream ! He can no 
more difpute the dream, than he 
can difpute his own recollegion. 
He feels that the dream portended 
the event. He is equally confcious 
that the imprefhon could arife from 
no natural caufe within, and could 
be produced by no human caafe 
withowt. It muft have been pro- 
duced by an invifible agent. He is 


| as certain therefore, of the exift- 
| ence and agency of invifible fpir- 
| its, from the effe& which he feels, 
this moft certainly implies a caufe | 


as he is of the exiftence and influ. 
ence of the fun, by the light and 
heat of its rays ; and he is as cet- 
tain of thefe, as he is of his own 
perceptions and fenfes : and if there 
be fuch beings, they mult have a 


Soe SES a ete 
DR ee Pee’ 
we 


, it.—Some who choofe to be fcep- | place of refidence, and there mult 

4 tical, rodeny, and doubr, of every | be an invifible, eternal world — 
be f thing, will affirm the fuppofition, | According to the quality of the 
*. 7 that imprefhions are made on the | dream, its tendency and effect, 
i mind byan external, invifible caufe, cood or evil, muft be its author, 
HY to be wholly chimerical, though as the fountain cannot fend forth 


the gravity and credibility of the 


at the fame place fweet water and 
perf 


fons who relate them, the nu- | bitter: and if dreams are of di- 
7 


they had not abandoned themfelyes 
to an obftinate and incurable in- 
credulity. —But to thofe who ad- 
mit the reality of fuch dicams, this 


merous inftances in which they | verfe qualities. the authors of them 

hi ‘ appear, the endlc is variety of form | muft confilt of oppofite characters. 

H : he they efiume, and the confent of | By the medium of dreams or im- 
A i i 5 the event to the impreflion, would | preflions, therefore, the fubjed of 
dior a irrefiftibly obtrude a conviction of | them has a kind of direét and ine 
| their reality upon their minds, if | tuitive evidence of the certain ex- 


iftence of invifible agents, or fpit- 
its, of oppofice principles ana pur- 


fuing oppofite ends, inhabiting an 
Liaw 


invilible world——he penctrates t 
evidence of another world and i jark {s—-difcovers pood and 
vidence OF another World and in- | dark recets—aiicoyvcrs pooa ana 


vifible agents, is demorftiative and | evil angels—heaven and hell, as 








hee ‘ bs imconteltible. ‘She exiftence of | the refpective places of their abode 
iar A q another world and immaterial fpir- | —and_ his views ulilmately termi- 
Ve) § 4 ip ts can no more be controverted by | nate in the incont: evertibly certain 
| hat them, than the exiftence of other | exiftence of one only living and 
Td countries and ether nations with | trae God, who is over all blefied 
eh *) iz ie which they haveintercourfe. Tothe | forever more. ' , 
5 An 1 hi i rojeet of them « ipccially, this ev. 2. hele impreflions demon- 
We pe rdence is direét and intuitive, He | ftrate, that there is a conflant 10: 
a ee 
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tercourfe between the inhabitants 
of the invifible world, and thofe 
of this inferior globe. 
we know not the manner of coin- 
munication, and are infenfible of 
their prefence, yet we have fulley 
idence, that they make frequent 
vifits, and if they communicate 
with us in our flumbering and irra- 


» 
A!though h | 1 
| 


| 


tional moments, do they not in | 


our wakeful and fenfible hours, in- 
terefting themfelves in ail our con- 
cerns, ad as the attendants and 
{pe€tators of our ways, are affec- 
ted by all our moral copduct ac- 
cording to its nature, the good be- 
ing filled with regret, se" holy te- 

fentment, by all thofe initances of 
it, which are unworthy of the dig- 
nity and relation of man; and 


the evil exulting in the effcét of 


their ftratagem, the dark caverns 
of hell refounding with fhouts, in 
praife of thofe arts of feduction 
which they fo fuccefsfully pradifed 
upon us; or are filled with cha- 
orm and rage ata virtuous and ef- 
tefual oppofition to their plots 5 
vhile the good p'cafed with the 
tational and pious cffort, with joy- 
fal alacrity wing their way, and 
by communicating the grateful in 
telligence, diffufe joy and gladnefs 
thro’ all the realms of purity and 
vlifs.—Inw hataninconceivab oly im- 
portant view does this fet the v vays 
of men, as having a mighty effect 
on the inhabitants of heaven and 
hell! Andin how confpicuous a 
place does it fix 
the human rece! In the open 
view, and engaging the attention 
of their invikibie fpeftators who 
ifoe& and fcrutinize their conduét 
id wait, imanxious fufpenfe, the 
onunne they form refpeding the 
parts they will ad, and affefted by 
their reenduc according toits kind ; 
ow auguft and imipreflive the 
at——-What an invincible re- 
tiraint fhould it lay on all unwor- 
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ry purfuirs and acts !—and what 
a powerful fiimulus to each, to 
fill up his place with digwity, pro- 
pricty and duty ! We aretaurcht, 
he medium by which invif- 
| ible fpirits operate and produce ef- 
fects in mea; the imagination. 
[t is the peculiar prerogative of 


| the bleffed God, the fearcher of 


hearts to operate on the foul by an 
immediate and irrefiltable agency. 
To the rational mind neither an- 
sels, nor devils, have immediate 


— 


; " ¢ ' S ° 
accels nor can tkey excite volli- 


tion nor move the aff-dtions, but 
by the medium of the imagination, 
that faculty in which ideas are for- 
med, by the exhibition or impref- 
fion ‘of external fenfible objeéts.— 
Asthe miniflers of God’s pleafure, 
according to his direction, they 
premonifh perfons of interefting 
{cenes which are before them, by 
imprefling the imagination, in the 
fui! bering — either with the 
events themfelves, or thofe exter- 
nal fenfible shies, which typify 
and reprefent them.— By this ave- 
ccefs to the mee 
and infl lence Or €3 xcite acts of will, 


by impreihag the imagination with 


fas 9 fae of thofe fubjeéts 
which gratify and pleafe the tafte, 


which ftimulates the will to prefer 
and purfue them, as defirable ob 
jects.—By this medium evil fpir 
its _pradtife the arts of feduion, 
imprefling o the imagina ie both 


¢ 
\ 
1 
Aa 


in the fl mbering and wakeful mo- 





ment, with live! (A ideas of thofe 
obj ‘ts which are accommodated to 
the corrup! robiner talte, and fo 


~: 


entice, enfnare and dceftr oY .—— 
H . yor a2 Yin | 7 =) T, ¢ 
low exceedingly neccl ary to 


watch and pray, know ing the de- 
vices of Satan, ‘etl he gct advan- 
tage againft us ?—A.nd do not ho 
ly angels reftrain the prousfrom aas 
of vice, by fugeelting affecting 


views of the evil and danger ot 
them? And excite to pious a@sby 
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398 Duefions. 
oe the happy fruits of them, 

nthe moft inviting and perfuafive 
ai 2 The fubject hath been 
protracted to an unexpected, and 
very probably to a tedious length ; 
but if it gives any rational concep- 
tions of. the agency of invifible 
{pirits—if i it produces an habitual 
aid realizing fenfe, that we are at 
all times in their vicw, and efpe- 
cially in the view of an all feeing 
and heart-fearching God and judge 
=if it induces us to exercife a dif- 
ereet and holy circumfpection over 
21] our condudt,and to perform the 
duties of our charafers and rela- 
tions with aifiduitry and fidelity, 
and foto prepare for the fociety of 
an  peaguersegs company of angels, 
andto unite tn the employ ment, 
delight and praife, of the general 
affembly and church of the fir 
born—the fruits of it wi ‘Il be glori- 
ous and happy. — 


For rue Connecticut Evas- 
GELICAL MaGazine. 


Mess’rs Epiror;, 
READER of your I Mag- 
azine requefts an anfwer to 
the following queftions, viz. 

Did God from all eternity, 
decree that a certain part of man- 
kind, viz. the Elec fhould go to 
heaven do what they will ? 

z. Did God fioin all eternity 
decree that the ether part of man- 
kind, viz.the Reprobates fhould 
g0 to Hell do what ths ycan? 

Cas God be juft in fo doing? 
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The following Extrea Jrom the 
St; ifftanary Fournal of the Rev 
Seth Will: ‘yer will fhow the ra- 
pidity quit 
been on 


which fittlements have 


’ 
ree churches gathes 
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8 members. 





(Aparix, 


ed ina part of the county of On. 

tarin, Slate of News-Tork, The 

date 1s Pittfiown, Osler nth 

1800. 

“In the beginning of 1799, 
there was a fmall church here 
( Pittflown) confilting of only g 
or 10 members; this Church wa; 
formed in 1746, when Mr. Rolo) 
became their minifter. This was 
the only Congregational or Prefby. 
terian church in the County, which 
had a a paftor in the beginni ing of 
1799.* At this fame date, there 
wasachurch in Bloomfield No. 
10, confifting of about 30 mem- 
bers ; fome of thefe belonged to 
the neighboring focieties. There 
vas a {mall diforganifed Prefbyte. 
rian church at Chaslefton—lI be- 
lieve there were not morethan 7 ot 
There was, at the 
fame time, a church upon the fame 
plan, confifting of a few more 
members, but in a negleéted and 
unfocial ftate, in Palmyra. Thefe 
were, I believe all the pedo-bap- 
tilt churches in Ontario county, ia 
January 1799. 

“There are now the following 
churches upon the congregationa 
plan, viz. One at Canadargua, 
conhiiting of about 20 members. 
One at Bloomfield No. 11, ¢cn- 
iting ofabout 20 members. The 
church at Bloomfield No. 10, 4:h 
range, is now compofed of near.j 
70 inembe ts. In the fane tows, 
No.10, su range,there isa church 
formed of about 24 members. As 
Briitol, No. 9,a church was forme 
ed in May 1799, which now Con 
hitsof 67 membets. 7 7 churn 
in No. 8, has inereafed to 22 
A church was formed in Middle- 
town in January of tha prefent 
year 5 it contains twelve member’ 
Ihe church at Charlefton has bees 


—_— 


* Mc, Rolph has been 


»sfina 
j mified. 









rBor.] 


revived out of its ruins and re-or- 
ganized, upon the congregational 
platform, and now contains more 
than 2o members. ‘The church at 
Palmyra has had confiderable ad- | 
ditions, but I cannot tell how 
many. 

“© The local fituation of thefe 
churches is fuch that they ail ad- 
join each other, except Palmyra, 
which is fevered from the reft by a 
fingle town. Thefe churches | 
have, during the prefent year, | 
formed themfelves into an Affo- | 
ciation for mutual afiftance. The | 
church at Briftol, No. 9, is fur- 
nifhed with a paftor, the Rev. Mr. 
Grover. The church at Bloom- 
feld, No. 11, have the Rev. 
Reuben Parmele for their paflor. 
The church at Palmyra have the 
Rey. Mr. Fairbanks for their | 
minifter ; and the Rev. Mr. | 
Field is ordained paftor of the 
church in Canandarqua. ‘Thefe 
four minifters have all been fettled 
fince the revival of religion began 
in the county, the winter before 
laft. The Rev. Zadoc Hunn who 
refides in the county, occafionaliy 
preachesin the ceftitute {cttlements. 
The revival of religion which took 
place in Ontario, the laft year 
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preaching of the pofpel and the 
adminftration of Chriftian ordi- 
nances. 


Extra& of a fetter from the Rev. 
David Huntington, Mifsonary 
to the northern counties of New- 
York and Vermont, dated 
Hardwick, Feb. 5, 1801. 

“6 Ever fince I began my mif- 
fion, I have experienced much of 
the goodnefs of God, in the fpe- 
cial divine fupports he hath given 
me, and in the fuccefs he hath af- 
forded to my attempts to promote 
his glorious caufe. In maany pla- 
ces the hearts of the people have 
been inclined to receive me with 


| cordiality, and to hear the word 


of God with great ferioufnefs. In 
various parts of the ftate of New- 
York and alfo of Vermonr, the 
{pirit of the Lord has been evi- 
dently poured out, and the appear- 
ances of reformation have been 


jand fhiil are encouraging. Once 


in particular, when I had much 
exhauited my ftrength in preach- 
ing, the young people were fo 
deeply impreffed with a fenfe of 
eternal things, that they defired 
me to preach again in the evening, 
which [ accordingly did; and ft 


teems to have produced moit of | trait the feafun was not loft. This 
thefe happy fruits.”” * | was inaplace ucarthe Province 


In other parts of his journal! 
4X. 


Mr. Williflon mentions the forma- 
tion of many churches in other 





line, never before vifited by Mif- 
fionaries. ‘lhe neoplehave agreed 


| to keepup public worfhip on the 


counties, and it appears that the | {abbath and are many of them en- 


religious ftate of the country is on 
the whole flourifhing, It will be 
« long time before the new feitle- 
ments at the weftward can be fup- 
plied with regular, fettled paftors, 
ind a!l who have at heart the in- 
tereft of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom will feel the importance of 
contributing generoufly to the fup- 
port of Miffionaries, that thofe 
new and fcartered fettlements may 
not be wholly deprived of the 


gaged in religion. 

‘‘ Jn many other places there 
are evident beginnings of a good 
work ; the harveft in thefe north- 

l ern fettlements is truly plenteous, 
| but alas ! the labourers are few. 
| Faithful guides to fouls, who are 
fkilful in the word of righteouf- 
| nef, are greatly needed. Many 
| enquire whether more Miffionaries 
| may be foon expeéted, and are 
anxtous to have preachers among 
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400 Poetry. CAprit, 


Thence I behold the judge defcend 
Angels his chariot yma attend ; scams 
Before his face, in dire dif may, 


them who may teach them the 
right way, and contront faife 
1 
sachs > greater pa 12 
8" ers. The ere r part —— a cate the Il fice away 
peopic are we wmaoctrinated, Thof 
; P hofe humble fouls — 
and are mo{t fond of found, birth, » of mc 
a een - 
evangelical preachers. Never | who wait his laft defeent to sai 
fince the firft adventurers came | He’ll raife to his divine abode, 
into thefe parts, as it appears to me, | And be their Everlafting God. 
has there been fo ur; - a call for TROPHIMUS, 
1 ' ihe . —- 
sacher this caft. And it ts 
preacners Oo of cal > The Glory and fufferings of cur Saviour 
my ardent wifh that more Miffion- 


° DIEU to earth an tri 
aries be fent this wav in future, A fe , d all terrefirial 
a | 


’ ° -IT}F} ly . 
than the Society has formerly fent, A nobier theme my wondering thought 


ee 


even if fewer thould on th Cc e fame employ Sy 
account, be fest in other direc- Ui quit the earth to vwifit yonder kkies, 
eos.” | Phere reignsmy God! thither my foul 


arife. 
MISSIONARIFSS. Lo! near the father’s fide the eternal fon 




















z | ’ ee us With equal glo Ms the eternal throne 
5 i The Rev. David fi untinoton a a ; yiory fill € ae on 
a “aera rc In him I view a Saviour and a G 
} ge “Nec MfTeEIU “OM WiaINATyY , ° ‘2 i: oe 
+ he returnec ately eon S ewes ft The fther’s equal join’d with dein » and 
itt «) { four to the nortnern ie of the bluod. 
‘, 4 | > | otk iv kK an ‘ fern Ont. ° 3 acs . ‘ 
abe | mal ftates of New-York and Vermont Amazing fight! didft thou once bleed 
7! 4 4 j and die ? 
] tia Fo : i) Nail’d to the accurfed tree on Caivary 
. ‘ , } ) Were thy fair temples with fharp thorns 
y 7 | Pad DV 1 fC :94 
» Py POETRY. defi’, 
: Thy tpetiefs face with dlood and fpit- 
; iF COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. ting foil’d ? 
+ . ‘ Vast eT 2 L = tche Inam'A ¢@ 
“| The Chriftian Soldier exulting in the near | °°? * here ( a a a 
profpes? of death and judgment. PO wow chlets BACs, 
: és ine fame the ucam’ft to fave from dark 
*M now prepare: 1, thro’ grace divine, domains 
My life to yi Id my breath refign ; Of everlaiting woe) thou wal con- 
oe To bid thefe earti ly fcenes adieu, dem’d, 
\, | nd hail the {cenes, which rile to view. | Yea, mock’d and buileted fcourg’d ang 
“e : 1 . ° 3 | ’ wmtem’ 
‘ASL | All hail grim death! relentlefs king ! contem'd. 
;4 . e. nrene {hing ! Fi . . . 
' Ps {now defy. thy potent fling ! | O matchlefs grace! that ftaid the venge- 
bed a4 And thou infatiate, dreary «rave ! ful flames, 





; ‘ Since great Emanuel, {t=< Oug to fave, And bound nn thunders in thy n ighty 
Mee } Has paft thy gates, in humble clay, chains, E 
mine And rent the mafly bar: aaray : Which check’d the flaming ferepns 0 
ou. No more thy mighty victory boaft,— the iky 


r Thy trophies fpoil’d, thy vi@ory lof, | When thus they faw their God ane ma- 
ker die ! 





if He) I’ve foucht, array’d in arms divine, j 
i r ee o tive 
jig be fe And heaven proclaims the conqucft Worthy art thou! forever live 2D 
Una ke mine ;— reign leov'd t 
i a The Ra race, with patience run, Who thus by death haf leos'd the 
OPS Be ee ; . : 
ioe } lee And now the prize of glory won. pris’ners chains ; hall 
ig ' ; Thy name, O King of Kings, #2 
han My foul, on wings of faith, defcries ise i 4 8 
fei g _ so ever foun 
, ee ee | Her crown imm ortal, inthe fkies, a ; . 
Nt bas - Great Lord of Lords the echoing heav- 
i i") Where faints redeem’d, with an: rels join, _ fund . 
Bis}! 1] i Is JUnC. 
| Eat ‘ 4 In lofty notes of prailc divine ae 
1A Hy) 
4 4 P Gy : } 
hy * a 
ee ae. | ; 4 4 


om 
gor: 
~A 
Pee. 
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